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ABSTRACT The indigenous populations of India, who have been original inhabitants of rich natural
environments, have suffered cultural and economic deprivation in our quest for prosperity. Indepen-
dent India faltered, while making planned interventions. Data recorded in this paper from the Tribal
belts of Madhya Pradesh and Orissa compels us to review our development strategy. We have to
compensate the native populations of these regions. The Adivasi’s are now enlightened to demand
their rights and injustices meted out to them in the name of development. This is an attempt to provide
evi-dence in support of tribal demands for adequate compensation for their undesired and often
unwarranted displacements.

Author’s  Address: Shalina Mehta, Professor, Department of Anthropology, Panjab University,
Chandigarh 160 011, India, Email: shalinamehta@yahoo.co.uk.

©Kamla-Raj 2002 Anthropology: Trends and Applications
Anthropologist Special Issue No. 1: 213-226  (2002) M.K. Bhasin and S.L. Malik, Guest Editors


