BB =T STUDIES OF TRIBES AND TRIBALS

© Kamla-Raj 2007 Tribes and Tribals, Special Volume No. 1: 241-251 (2007)

I ndigenous People and Sustainable Development:
How Has UNEP Contributed?

SylvieMotard

UNEP Liaison Officein Brussels, 14 Rue Montoyer, B-1000 Brussels, Belgium
Telephone: + 32 2 213 30 50/52, Fax: + 3222133051

KEYWORDS UNEP; indigenous peopl e; sustainabl e devel opment

ABSTRACT Of the estimated 6,000 culturesin the world, between 4,000 and 5,000 are indigenous.
This means that indigenous peoples make up between 70 and 80 per cent of the world’s cultural
diversity. Looking at the global distribution of indigenous peoples, thereisaclear correlation between
areas of biological mega-diversity and areasof cultural diversity, whichisparticularly relevant for the
rainforest areasin Latin America, Africa, and South East Asia. The indigenous peoples’ experiences,
including production and consumption patterns, are directly related to their natural environment.



