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ABSTRACT The study sought to ascertain if the non-existence of newspapers published in the languages regarded as minor in
Nigeria is due to state policy or language apathy or lack of economic viatritgombination of some or all of these reasons.

This study adopted the Historical Research method, using relevant documents and interviews as instruchenets ilgerviews

were conducted with some socio-linguists, media scholars and professionals, as well as some members of the ethnic minorities
in Nigeria. Data gathered for the study were qualitatively analyidezldominant opinion is that government policy cannot

be said to be responsible for non-existence or poor performance of minority language nevapeast literature points to

the fact that the language provisions in the Nigerian 1999 Constitution and the Language Policy in the National Policy on
Education have an adverséeet on the development of minority languages and their use in publiSthieg is a consensus

among the respondents that lack of cultural assertiveness, otherwise called language r@satirysible for the poor performance

or non-existence of minority language newspagérsre is also a strong opinion that even though ethnicity plays a prominent

role in power equation and resource allocation, it has nothing to do with the non-existence or poor performance of newspapers
published in minority languageBhis view runs contrary to the position of Critical Political Economy theory that there is
interrelationship between the distribution of material and symbolic resolitegs.is again a general consensus that minority
language newspaper publishing is not economically viable because of the relatively small populations of the minority ethnic
groups.

INTRODUCTION languages other than his own motitengue.
In this connection, the Government considers
There are about four hundred languageshe thee major languages in Nigeria to be
within the boundaries of Nigeria (Ajeigbe 1987). Hausa, Igbo and ofuba.
Of these, only three — Hausa, Igbo afoduba - This policy just like any othethas been be-
have the dicial recognition as national lan- deviled not only with the problem of implemen-
guagesThis is enshrined in the natien1978 tation, but also that of geo-political protestations.
and 1999 constitution¥he choice of these lan- The minorities continue to protest the imposi-
guages is not unrelated to the fact that they havdon of the three big languages — Hausa, Igbo
a lager number of speakers than the other lanandYoruba — on them (Aniche 1997: 79gt,
guages. despite the protestations, the cultures of these
Intertwined with the issue of national lan- three major tribes continue to be grafted on the
guage is also that of language in educafldre  national canvas§he symbolic representations
1981 revised edition of the National Policy on of the nation are picked from the three cultures.
Education also gave special recognition to thesén fact, informally in Nigeria, you are Hausa,
national (major) languages. Commenting on thislgho orYoruba.This is reflected on the national

policy, Adeniran (1995: 192) remarks: emblems as well as in the signature tunes of
In addition to appeciating the impdance, network news on national broadcast media.
and as a means of ggering the people’cul- In a way this may be the reason why news-

ture, the Government considers it to be in thepapers are not published in most of the nasion’
interest of national unity that each child should indigenous languages. Generalfrican lan-

be encouraged to learn one of theethrmajor  guages are sigiring neglect due to the histori-
cal fact of colonization and, perhaps, lack of

Address for corespondence: cultural pride among mogtfricans. All the
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press. Some other reasons apart froficiaf Missionary Society (CMS) in 1859. Excited
recognition may have been responsible for theover this unique feafownsend, in a dispatch
not too impressive performance of Igbo languageo the CMS in England, wrote:

newspapers that have been published at one time | have set on foot aovuba newspapeMy

or the otherThe language apathy as contendedfirst number is out, | am writing the second. My
by Prof. Samuel Uzochukwu, a retired profes-object is to get the people tead i.e. to beget
sor of Igbo (Salawu 2006) and the problem ofthe habit of seeking information bgading
finding a generally acceptable standard orthog<{Duyile 1987).

raphy for the Igbo language (Emenyonu 2002) Folarin and Mohammed (1996:101) catego-
are two major reasons why Igho newspapers doized the establishment and appearance of in-
not thrive. digenous language press into five ‘wavest-

The problem of failed newspapers is, how-cording to themwe Irohin stood on its own in
ever not peculiar to Igbo language, or even in-the first wave (1859-67) while the second wave
digenous language newspapers in gen&rad.  covers the period 1885-92 and featured two Efik
point is that at any point in time, there is at papers, Unwan&fik andObukpon Efilkas well
least one Hausa &foruba language newspaper as aYoruba paper Iwe Irohin Eko The third
in the market. In fact, despite all odds, there iswave started with the founding BkoAketein
a newspaper each in Hausa afmtuba lan- 1922 and ended with the second and final death
guages in existence for at least six decatles.  of the paper in 1937The fourth wave began
newspapers at®askiya @ Fi Kwabo(founded  with the entry ofGaskiya &fi Kwabo (1937/
1937) in Hausa anttoyin Yruba (founded 38) and went on till Nigeria attained indepen-
1945) inYoruba. dence and republican status in the 60%e rest

Even though, there had been other indig-of the development till the present time, they
enous language newspapers in Northern Nigenote, may be conveniently subsumed in the fifth
ria (Duyile 1987:15), only those published in and the last ‘wave’.

Hausa language are currently in existence. Ofall the newspapers in the first to the fourth
Kperogi (2006), for instance, notes that the‘wave’, only Irohin Yoruba and Gaskiya &fi
Baatonum language, along with several otheiKwabostill exist till today Gaskiya &fi Kwabo
minority languages in Northern Nigeria, has (Truth is worth more than a penny) was estab-
been a victim of systematic and deliberate statdished by the quasi-ifial Gaskiya Corporation,
neglect. Oso (2006) sums up the problem of diswhich had an objective of promoting the devel-
criminatory use of languages: opment of literature in the North.

...the use of any language within a multilin-  Gaskiya Corporation which, at various times,
gual society like Nigeria depends to a good ex-was named Northern Literature Bureau and
tent on the powerelations between the lan- Northern Literaturédgency (NORLA) for the
guage goups within the counyr In the case of purpose of expansion, published other periodi-
the use of any language by the mass media, theals in the difierent languages of the region.
economic potential of the speakers of such a&oker (1968:21), Duyile (1987:15) and Hayat
language is also of acial impoitance.Again,  (1983) make a list of the periodicals for each of
we cannot divare this fom the issue of power the twelve provinces of the then Northern Re-
in the sense thatsouce allocation within a gion: Ardo in Fulfulde forAdamawa;Gamzak
polity is a function of power and clasdations  in Hausa for BauchiMwange U Tiv (1948) for

(p. 178). Tiv and Okaki Idomain Idoma for Benue;
Albashir (1951) in Kanuri for Borno etc.
Indigenous Language Pess in Nigeria Iroyin Yoruba was established on June 4,

1945 by Chief ObafemAwolowo. It is, pres-

Iwe Irohin FunAwon Ara Egba ati Wruba  ently, on the stable offrican Newspapers of
was historically significant for being the first Nigeria Plc, publishers dribunetitles. Gboun-
indigenous language newspaper in Nigeriagbounhad its first appearance on October 29,
(Akinfeleye 1985:35; Duyile 1987:17) and in- 1970. Itis a publication of the distressed Sketch
deed the first newspaper in the country Press Limited.

Iwe Irohin was established by Reverend The equally distressed Concord Press of Ni-
Henry Townsend, a missionary of the Church geria (CPN) Ltd., publishetsokan which
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started on July 15, 1980. Other mottmrgue  views as instrument3he secondary materials
newspapers in the stable of CPN includedused for this study included literature on lan-
Amana(Hausa) antldoka(lgbo), which started guage policycritical political economycultural
in 1980 and 1981 respectively studies and language ideologi&he primary
The emegence oAlaroyenewspaperin 1996 raw materials included literature on the specific
marked a milestone in thefaifs of Yoruba and, |language policies in Nigeria; and the history
indeed the indigenous language press in Nigedevelopment and problem of indigenous lan-
ria. Within a short time, this newspaper becameguage media, with particular focus on the mi-
popular because of its arresting cover design anflority language press, if arijo supplement the
styles of headline-casting and story presentationgrimary materials, structured interviews were
It actually popularized reading ¥bruba news-  conducted with some socio-linguists, sociolo-
papers among the people. It is theést local  gists, a political scientist, media scholars and
language newspaper with a circulation figure professionals, as well as some members of the
of not less than 150,000 per week. It sells ingthnic minorities in NigeriaThe scholars rep-
Europe and severalestAfrican countries  yesenting various disciplines mentioned were
where theYoruba reside The Fouth Estate  nrposively selected because the issues around
2000:7). Its publishersforld Information  the study cut across these disciplines. Members
Agents, have also added otiaruba publica-  f the ethnic minorities were also purposively
tions to their stableThey include:Alaroye  qgjacted. Data gathered for the study were quali-
magazineAtoka Alaroye Iriri AyeandAkede  asively analysed. Specificallrounded heory
Agbaye . as described byt@uss and Corbin (1998) was
The success &laroyeand the frenzy politi- applied.This helped in putting data into spe-

cal situation in the country before the return Ofcific categories and analysing them based on
democracy and at the birth of democracy havey.ified themes in the data gathered.

also triggered the engence of othelvoruba
publications.These includeAjoro, Alaye,and :
Ofe. Reseach Questions

There are other local language newspapers
in Nigeria.A lot of these are, howevesbscure
and unknown.

The study seeks to find answers to the fol-
lowing research questions:

1. To what extent is the state policy respon-
sible for the non-existence of newspapers
published in minority languages in
Nigeria?

Satement of the Pooblem

The study sought to know if the non-exist- To what extent is the lack of cultural
ence of newspapers published in the languages: 'O What extent IS the lack ot cuftural as-
regarded as minor in Nigeria is due to state  Sertiveness responsible for non-existence of
policy or language apathy or lack of economic ~ N€Wspapers pyl?)hshed in minority lang-
viability, or a combination of some or all of these .~ U@ges In Nigeria“

reasons. 3. To what extent are power equation and
resource allocation responsible for non-

Objectives of the Sudy existence of newspapers published in mino-
rity languages in Nigeria?

The aims of the study were to: 4. What is the (economic) feasibility of pub-
i) identify which newspapers in Nigeria are  lishing in minority languages in Nigeria?
published in minority languages; and
i) investigate why there are so few , exploring ANALYSIS OF DATA

alternative hypotheses including issues of ) o ]
lack of cultural assertiveness, state responExtent to Which State Policy is Responsible
sibility and economic viability for the Non-Existence of Newspapers
Published in Minority Languages in Nigeria
METHODOLOGY o S
~Considering the socio-linguistic situation in
This study adopted the Historical ResearchNigeria, it is very dificult for an indigenous
method, using relevant documents and interlanguage to emge as the national language.
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Because of the natiog’'linguistic diversity = commitments on the part of governmervst,
Elugbe (1991: 50) says “the choice of any of thethe minorities continue to protest the imposi-
major indigenous languages would arouse distion of the three big languages — Hausa, Igbo
content in the other areas not covered by thaandYoruba — on them (Aniche 1997: 79).
language”.Thus, both the 1978 and 1999 con- The dominant opinion concerning this ques-
stitutions labelled or proposed Hausa, Igbo andion is that government policy cannot said to be
Yoruba as the national languagAs.a result, responsible for low level of existence of minor
English, since 1947, had been adopted as thiy language newspaperA. socio-linguist in-
official languageThis was dicially stated in  terviewed (July 17, 2006), Profess@iole
the colonial Richard constitution. Earlierin ~ Oyetade, is of the opinion that no government
1942, Arthur Richard had given his reasons for in Nigeria has ever brought out any policy that
making English the ditial languageAccord-  would be to the detriment of the publication of
ing to him, the main problem was how best toany minority language newspap&nother so-
promote Nigerian unity because of the patentciologist, Dr Emeka Okafor (interviewed Sep-
diversity of outlook between the téfent parts tember 5, 2006) concurs to this view when he

of Nigeria. says that no government prevents or encourages

On the choice of English as Nigegaoffi- any majority or minority tribe when it comes to
cial language, ProfessAyo Bamgbose, quoted local language newspaper publication in Nige-
in Ajeighe (1987: 74) says: ria. A member of a minority ethnic group

Of the entie heritage left behind by Britain (Mr.Ona Omenka, interviewetligust 3, 2006)
at the end of the colonial administrationppr is also of this viewHe says: “Government poli-
ably none is ma impotant than the English cies are not primarily responsible for the non-
language. This is now the language of the gov-existence or poor performance of my local news-
ernment, business and comoeereducation, the paper” However another socio-linguist, DDka
mass media, literaterand much Internal as well Obono (interviewedugust 8, 2006) believes
as external communication. that policies of government as enshrined in the

Intertwined with the issue of national lan- nations constitutions and National Policy on
guage is also that of language in education. DifEducation have gone a long way to relegate the
ferent Nigerian governments had consideredpublication of minority language newspapers to
what languages are suitable for passing instructhe background. He contends that no govern-
tions at diferent levels of educatiohe Na- ment — either federal or state — has ever estab-
tional Policy on Education (1977) stipulates thatlished a minority language newspapgemem-
the medium of instruction initially in the pri- ber of another minority ethnic group (Mr
mary school would be the mothiengue or the Otarigho Edeki, interviewedugust 4, 2006)
language of the immediate community and, at aexpresses a similar view when he states that to
later stage, EnglisiThe 1981 revised edition some extent government policies are responsible
of the policy aimed not at just promoting the for the near total non-existence of minority lan-
mothertongue, but also enhancing national guage newspapers. His reason is that govern-

unity. Adeniran (1995: 192) states: ment language policy in education is geared
In addition to appeciating the impdance, more towards the development of English lan-
and as a means of ggering the people’cul-  guage learning and proficiency and the teach-

ture, the government considers it to be in theing of the three major languages (Hausa, Igho
interest of national unity that each child should and Yoruba) than the minority languages. He
be encouraged to learn one of theethmmajor  expresses concern by stating: “The federal gov-
languages other than his own motitengue. ernment and myt&te government are not fund-
In this connection, the government considersing local language education in my community”.
the thiee major languages in Nigeria to be  The Urhobo interviewed in their native towns
Hausa, Igbo and ofuba. of Warri, Abraka and in some villages between
This policy has been bedeviled with the prob-September 5 and 12, 2007 are of twdedént
lems of implementation and geo-political pro- views about whether or not government poli-
testationsThe problem of implementation could cies are responsible for the non-existence or
be tied to paucity in both human and materialpoor performance of newspapers published in
resources as well as lack of political will and the Urhobo language. One group holds govern-
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ments policies responsible while the other is attests to the weak standing of the native lan-
of a different view For those who hold govern- guage A further search, howevereveals that
ment responsible, they base their justificationthis newspaper does not even exist any langer
on the lacklustre attitude/non-willingness of In fact, many Urhobos interviewed in the course
government towards improving minority lan- of this study have no knowledge of Tthere,
guages in the countrand governmerd’ fail-  however used to be a newspaper solely pub-
ure to encourage minority language by approv-ished in UrhoboThe title of the newspaper was
ing a curriculum for schools. Respondents withUrhobo Véadoh A quarterly newspapeit was
the opposing view gue that government is a published four times in 2002 before it was fi-
large entity and cannot solely be depended upomally rested.The existing newspaper for the
to take responsibility for all its citizenry wants; Urhobo is calledJrhobo Vice, which is pub-
government cannot force the newspaper orished weekly and solely in English Language.
people who are not willing or have just a little The publisher obirhobo ice, Chief Ogbemure
interest in it; newspapers are not like school teximene, was also the publisher of the defunct
books that can be forced on students or mad&/rhobo Véadoh The issue of Language Policy
compulsory and National Language Policy in Education is
Essien (1990) points out that one of the prob-2Pparently germane to the matter of newspaper
lems facing minority languages in Nigeria is Publishing in indigenous languages. It would

the countrys own language policy in education. P€ t00 simplistic to assume that since no gov-
He notes: ernment has ever brought out any policy to en-

Such a policyit is amgued, discriminates courage or discourage newspaper publishing in

against minority languages in so far as it doesEither majority or minority therefore non-ex-

not give equal right and attention to all the lan- IStENce or poor performance of minority lan-
guages in the countr... Policy povision apat, guage)nev;/_spapers has nothing to do with (lan-
minority languages also face theoptems of guage) policies. e . h
non-implementation of even the little that the. Another ptrotl)lem militating against put;rl]lsh
Policy povides for them (Essien 1990: 155). INg In Minority fanguage Newspapers IS the 15-

| o : sue of orthographyin this matter again, gov-
_ Essien (1990) specifically writes about the o, o5 are also a culprit. Essien (1990) noted
situation with the use of minority languages in

th tiors media. H tes: that one of the consequences of the non-imple-
elnn?hlg mergﬁa Is% fa%r?li)/ g; of the huneds mentation of the government intention of de-
of them — Edo, Efik. Fuifude, ljo, Kanuri, and veloping orthographies for and producing text-

! ; ~ books in Nigerian languages is the non-devel-
Tiv — are used in news translation on Radio 9 guag

N opment of a great number of minority languages.
Nigeria at the Federal level and none of them H% remarkeg: ylanguag

has ever been used on theA\Jational news. It is very disheatening that mee than five

Even at the tte level, only a few memwf them  gecades after the well-tzulated 1AI5 Policy
are used in news translation and some magagatement and someone decade after the Na-
zine, eligious and childens pogrammes. For  tjonal Policy on Education which ex@ssed the
example, in the @ss River fate, Bekwam,  Federal Government intention to “develop- or
Efik and Ejagham a& used in news translation thographies for many memigerian Languages
on both radio and television, and in Borrtat®,  and poduce textbooks in Nigerian Languages”,
Kanuri, Babur/Bura and Fulfude, aralso used 3 staggering perentage, (75%), of the lan-
in these media. iMually, none of the minority ~guages so far known in Nigeria have no orthog-
languages is cultivated by any newspaper in theaphies, no primers, no dictionaries, no written
country (Essien 1990: 158). and literary tradition at all(Essien 1990: 61).
The picture painted by Essien has not really He further noted that the former National
changed up to nawhe use of the minority lan- Language Centre tried, in spite of poor fund-
guages in the broadcast media remains the samiag, to develop orthographies for some unwrit-
while the only minority language newspaper thatten languages and standardize those (for ex-
came to attention in the course of this researctample, Edo, KanuriTiv) which have already
is the Urhobo News a bilingual (English- been written, in line with the National Policy
Urhobo) newspapeiThe fact that this minority on EducationYet, according to him, there has
language newspaper goes by an English nambeen no significant development in the produc-
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tion of literacy materials in those languagds.  communication like a newspap€&he socio-lin-

these equally have significant implications for guist further says that it is the native minority

newspaper publishing in minority languages. language people, especially the rich among
them, who should endeavour to develop these

Extent to Which Lack of Cultural languages through newspaper publications. He
Assertiveness is Responsible for the asserts: “Language apathy like deliberate refusal
Non-existence of Newspapers Published by these minority language speakers to commu-
in Minority Languages in Nigeria nicate in their own language or even patronise

their few and far between newspapers is a great

There is consensus among the respondentdisincentive to the existence and continuous
that lack of cultural assertiveness, otherwisesustenance of these minority language newspa-
called language apathis responsible for the pers”.
poor performance or non-existence of minority  Native speakers of minority languages inter
language newspapers. Profesgaekunle viewed equally acquiesced to the contribution
Adeniran, a socio-linguist (interviewed on Oc- of language apathy to the non-existence or poor
tober 25, 2006), notes that members of the miperformance of newspapers published in minor
nority tribe hardly identify with their languages ity languagesAn Urhobo speaker (MiEdeki,
and prefer to communicate in English or theinterviewedAugust 4, 2006) says:
nearest major local language to their own. He Language apathy is of course one of the ma-
remarks: “Since language is an instrument tojor causes of poor performance of the newspa-
achieve certain goals, it now makes iffidiflt per in my local language, biobo. People a
or impossible to articulate the goals and objec-more comfotable speaking and writing in the
tives of these minority tribes”. DOka Obono  English language. Many of them do not iden-
agrees to the views expressed abdvere is, tify with the Uhobo language as they consider
however contention among the two socio-lin- the language (as) inferioAt present, many
guists about whether the language apathy i&Jrhobo people especially those based outside
exclusive to the minority tribe. Profesgateni-  Delta Sate do not speak it with their chilein.
ran is of the opinion that the apathy isgkly An Igede speaker (MOmenka, interviewed
exclusive to minority language&ccording to  August 3, 2006) speaks in the same vein:
him, despite the harsh economic situation, somé&People no more speak the language constantly
newspapers that are publishedvioruba, Igbo  and without being ashamed of themselves.”
or Hausa can still be found on the newsstands. Urhobo natives interviewed in their native
He cited the examples Afaroyg AkedeAgbaye  towns and villages between September 5 and
andGaskiya & Fi Kwaba Dr. Obono contro- 12, 2007 give the following reasons for the
verts this, saying that “the so-called major localnon-existence or failure of newspapers publish-
languages do not enjoy the patronage they deed in their language: low readership due to
serve from their speakers.” He further notes thailliteracy in the Urhobo language; low patro-
the difference in the two is that while the gov- nage; high printing cost; lack of finance to
ernment is encouraging the publication, teachkeep the project going; poor autographical
ing and speaking of the major local languages standard; lacklustre attitude of the people
through the provisions in the natisréonstitu- towards the language and lack of interest/
tions and National Policy on Education - suchparticipation in the study of Urhobo language;
support is not extended to the minority local and dialects variance i.e. not all the people of
languages. Professédeniran also believes it the 23 Urhobo clans can understand one
is the general apathy and lack of interest of mi-another
nority language speakers in their languages that All the 10 Urhobo people interviewed be-
is mostly responsible for the non existence oftween September 5 and 12 were unanimous in
minority language newspapers in Nigefiihis,  their view that language apathy is responsible
according to him, is without prejudice to the for the non-existence or poor performance of
fact that governmerdt’recognition of the three newspapers published in their languabeeir
major local languagesYeruba, Igho and Hausa reasons include gross in@ifence towards us-
— to the detriment of the minority languages isage of the Urhobo language, lack of pride in
a disincentive for the minority languages to de-speaking the Urhobo language and inferiority
velop into written form and a medium of mass complex on the part of the minority language
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speakers. In a separate intervi€@hief Imene, various ethnic groups in the central adminis-
publisher olUrhobo VadohandUrhobo VWice,  tration of the countryThe idea is to give every
expresses concern that the attitude of the Urhobethnic group a sense of belonging in the polity
to the development of the language is not enThe allocation of power has a lot of implica-
couraging. He explains thidthobo Vadohdid  tions for resource allocation in the counfriie
not succeed because of the poor attitude of theeality, howevey is that minority ethnic groups
people to the language. in the country are sidelined (ngamalised) from
Considered against government languageower and, thus, from resource allocation (See
policies, Professor Oyetade contends that all irsuberu 2001Adebanwi and Obadare 2009).
all, it is the general apathy and lack of interest A political scientist and some sociologists
of minority language speakers in their languagesyere interviewed in an attempt to provide an-
that is mostly responsible for the non-existenceswers to the question: §fwhat extent are power
of minority language newspapers in Nigeria. He,equation and resource allocation responsible for
thus, counsels: . non-existence of newspapers published in mi-
Until when people (minority language nority languages in Nigeria2l the respon-
people) begin to develop neomteest in their  gents were of the view that publishing an in-
language, speak it merfrequently will they  gigenous language newspaper is not about who
have the push to take it to the domain of masgontrols political or economic powene of the
communication tlough newspaper publishing. gqcigjogists, DrEmeka Okafarsaid that pub-
The example of language assertiveness Oﬁshing an indigenous language newspaper de-

French-speaking Canadians is very instructiv ; ;
here. Being the minority in Canada, the Frenc ‘“fpends on the willpower of the educated elites

- ! ; and media professionals of any ethnic group to
speaking Canadians, for fear that their languaggjecige if they want to publish in their local lan-
might be overrun by the majority English, re-

guage A political scientist, DrKunle Amuwo

sisted all attempts to sideline their language,; :
and they succeeded in making Frenchalanguag[%nl}grv'ewed on September 6, 2006) reasons

to reckon with in Canada (Oyetade 2003).
Meanwhile, lack of cultural assertiveness is

not peculiar to minority languages in Nigeria.

The major languages are equally not doing wel

gggg?p F;r(;#}h;s regardhe Igbo language is a and rich people sim minority tribes who a&r

In spite of all the effas made so far to pr never inteested in publishing newspapers in
mote the use of Igbo language in the print meh€ir local languages. . .
dia, not much intest has been shown about Meanwhile, all respondents to the interview
the publication andeadership of news materi- duestions relevant to this research question agree
als in Igbo. This state of affairs is attributable that ethnicity is a factor in the power and re-
to the general apathy shown to the language by?Ource allocation in Nigeri# sociologist, Dr
its speakers, especially the elite. Most IghoOka Obono, traces the issue of ethnic-based
people today cannoterd their language and Power and resource allocation to the pre-inde-
those who can, show little or no inést because ~Pendence era “when the major ethnic groups had
they pefer to speak English or other languages.access and control of resources.” He adds:
This negative attitude towds the Igbo lan- _Again, since independence, the major eth-
guage is worrisome, as it does not augur wellnic groups have been awing power and e-
for the survival of the few extant Ilgbo newspa-sources in their favour to the detriment of the

Having moe economic power oresouces
by the major tribes does not necessarily con-
Itribute to having major language newspapers
in the county. Thee are even many well-to-do

pers (Nnabuihe and lkwubuzo 2006: 54). minor ethnic goups. It is only when some of
these minor ethnic gups ae needed for po-
Extent to Which Power Equation and litical or economic easons that some seemingly

ResourceAllocation are Responsible foithe beneficial esouces or favour a extended to
Non-existence of Newspapers Published in  them.
Minority Languages in Nigeria While admitting this realitythe political sci-
entist interviewed, howeveregards it as an
To start with, power equation means equi-aberrationAccording to him, the Nigerian con-
table and proportional allocation of power to stitution has made adequate provisions for re-
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source allocation through such mechanisms likediversity as to increasefefiency, as the media
the derivation principle. (Derivation principle are seen primarily not as channels for citizens
has to do with compensating a part of the counto participate meaningfully in their own gover
try where a particular mineral resource is ob-nance, but as means of manipulating public
tained by giving them special allocation from opinion, lagely through advertising, and gen-
the federation account. For instance, there is &rating income on a Ige scale. Hiciency and
13% derivation paid to oil-producing states in maximization of profit, therefore, are of para-
Nigeria from the federation account). He alsomount importancelhe literature of critical po-
adds that constitutionallfribalism and ethnicity  litical economy addresses the close relationship
are not factors in power allocation but they comebetween those who wield political (and eco-
into play when it comes to the practical aspectnomic) power (Chibita 2006). Invariablye can

of politics. establish a connection between power equation/

All the respondents also agree that the thregesource allocation and use of languages or lan-
major tribes in Nigeria— Hausa, Igbo afatuba  guage policy
— have the greater access to power and resources.

One of the sociologists, Professor Oyetade, seeReseach Question 4

this problem beyond the national level. Since

the constituent states in Nigeria are not mono+easibility (Economic) of Publishing in
ethnic, the problem is replicated at this level. Minority Languages in Nigeria

The sociologist notes:

If we come down to the states level, it will Respondents agree on the importance of the
also be seen that even the so-called minorityeconomic factor in the publishing of newspaper
ethnic goups also exhibit this majaninor  in any language. DOka Obono, a sociolinguist,
power contol. The moe populous of these has this to say:

groups in the states athe ones seing as state The major factors for publishing newspaper
governors and holding other important positions in any language & piofit, and how far and wide
to the detriment of the lesser ethniogps. the information can go or covePublishers

While discussing this mattethis study be- think of how their newspaperseagoing to sell,
lieves we should not lose sight of the fact of thebe read and each a lot of people, henceason
close relationship between those who controlfor publishing in the ttee major languages in
cultural policies and those who wield political Nigeria, apat from English
(and economic) poweWhile we agree that the The socio-linguist adds that if newspapers
major tribes have always been in poyesrd that  are published in minority languages, it may not
there is a connection between power and resell and the publishers will make a loss, and
source allocation, we should, going by Critical subsequentlythe paper will go out of circula-
Political Economy theoryappreciate the inter tion. The political scientist interviewed, Dr
relationships between the distribution of mate-Kunle Amuwo, corroborates this, saying what
rial and symbolic resources (Murdock and contributes more to the availability of a local
Golding 1995). Critical Political Economy is language newspaper is the interest of those who
that branch of political economy that specifi- have the means to publish and the availability
cally deals with issues of culture, and therefore of a reading publidAccording to him, these two
the media. Because of the global changes dicfactors are more available and favourable to the
tated by the rapid growth of capitalism in the major ethnic groups.
last three decades, both th@t® and private Media scholars and journalists interviewed
sector have increased their capacity for control-are also of the view that it is not profitable pub-
ling public discourse. Language is central in thislishing in minority language# media scholar
matter as it is through language that meaningProfessor Lai Oso (interviewed on September
is mediated. In the logic of critical political 26, 2006), actually says:
economy defining what meanings are in circu-  On a general note, they (indigenous language
lation is an important part of one group exer newspapers) & not as pofitable as the En-
cising power over other3he structure of the glish press. But we must distinguish between the
global media is now such that the priority with indigenous languages. Papers published in the
regards to language is not so much to enhancknguages of the the major ethnic grups (in
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Nigeria) would still do better than newspapers
in any of the minority languages.

In his answer to why newspapers published
in major languages would do better than those

published in minority languages, the media2.

scholar explains:

The population of the major languages is
much higherThey ae likely to attract better
advet patronage and culation. Then, in terms

of organisational stucture, they ae likely to 3.

enjoy better financial base, which may mean
better technologyhigher chance of attracting
a higher level of gpfessional manpowewhich
obviously means better gufuct, moe attrac-
tive newspapernd so on and so fibr.

Another media scholag member of a mi-
nority ethnic group, DVictor Ayedun-Aluma
(interviewed on September 26, 2006) does not
see the issue of unprofitability of publishing in

minority languages from the perspective of 4.

population. Ratherhe locates his explanation
of the phenomenon in language ideologies. His
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tion and the Language Policy in the
National Policy on Education have adverse
effects on the development of minority
languages and their use in publishing.
There is a consensus among the respon-
dents that lack of cultural assertiveness,
otherwise called language apatlopntri-
butes to the poor performance or non-
existence of minority language newspapers.
The dominant opinion in this study is that
even though ethnicity plays a prominent
role in power equation and resource allo-
cation, it has nothing to do with the non-
existence or poor performance of news-
papers published in minority languages.
This view runs contrary to the position of
Critical Political Economy theory that there
is interrelationship between the distribution
of material and symbolic resources.

There is a general consensus that minority
language newspaper publishing is not
economically viable because of their rela-

position:
| dont think they ae viable because the

tively small populations.
For the minority languages to survive and

power contest among languages does not favoubecome veritable vehicles of communication,

minority languages. Theris a tendency to

the Soviet example might be one to emulate. In

maurginalise minority cultues because they tend the Soviet example, no language is made supe-

to be weaker than the majority culdsrin the

rior to the other irrespective of demographic

contest. Ther is a tendency to discourage the strength. In order to implement the equality of
forums, such as minority language newspapersall languages in the USSR, the Soviet Govern-

without a conscious policiajority languages
execise a sphex of influence. This meansobr

ably because of their lge population and
greater political visibility majority language

ment had, among other things, to develop press,
schools, theatres, clubs and cultural and educa-
tional institutions employing the native lan-

guage; and establish and develop a wide net-

cultures exerise influence beyond their own work of schools and vocational courses also

geographical boundar They become lingua

making use of the native language as the me-

franca. This serves as a discouragement for in-dium.

digenous minority medi@nother eason is the

literacy level in the indigenous minority lan-
guages. The official educational policy still dis-

However a significant matter in this issue is
for the speakers of the minority languages to
take more than a passing interest in embracing

criminates in favour of English and a handful their languages and striving for their develop-

of majority indigenous languages.
CONCLUSION

The following is the summary of the find-
ings of this study:

ment. If this happens and a reading public is
guaranteed, individuals who have the means
may venture into establishing newspapers in
such language#\n observation is that native
individuals and groups have not been known
for establishing newspapers in minority lan-

1. The dominant opinion is that government guages. It has either been a mission, like Scot-
policy cannot be said to be responsible forland Mission that publishedwana Efikand
the non-existence or poor performance ofObukpon Efikor a government agency like the

minority language newspapeitet extant

Northern Literaturédgency (NORLA) that es-

literature points to the fact that the languagetablishedArdo (Fulfude),Mwanger U v (Tiv)

provisions in the Nigerian 1999 Constitu-

andOkaki Idoma(ldoma).
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Interview Questions forthe Eseach Project 1.
Entitled, ‘Impact of State Policy on the )
Existence of Minority Language 3
Newspapers in Nigeria’

4.
For Socio-linguists

5.

1. Do government (language) policies have any impact
6.

on the status of languages in Nigeria?
2. Ifyes, how?

7.

languages exclusive to minority languages? (Or is it
similarly applicable to major languages?).

Taking into consideration all that have been said so far
which of the government language policies and language
apathy (lack of cultural assertiveness) is more
responsible for the non-existence of minority language
newspapers?

For Members of the Ethnic Minorities

Has there been any newspaper published in your
language?

If the answer to 1 is yes, does any of the newspapers
still exist?

If the answer to either 1 or 2 is No, what is responsible

for the non-existence of newspapers published in your
language?

Can we say language apathy is responsible for the non-
existence or poor performance of newspapers published
in your language?

Can we say language apathy is responsible for the non-
existence or poor performance of newspapers published
in your language?

For Media Scholars and Professionals

Are government policies responsible for literacy in
languages?

Taking a cue from the preceding questions, can we sa;
government policies are responsible for the existence

or poor performance of newspapers published in 1.

minority languages?

Can we say language apathy is responsible for the non2.

existence or poor performance of newspapers published
in minority languages? 3
If the answer to 5 is yes, is the language apafbygtafg

the non-existence or poor performance of indigenous

Have there been minority language newspapers in
Nigeria?

If the answer to 1 i¥es, do they still exist?

if the answer to either 1 or 2 is No, what is responsible
for the situation?

How economically feasible or profitable is it publishing
newspapers generally in indigenous languages?
Does it make any economic féifence publishing in
major languages or in minority languages?

If the answer to 5 i¥es, what is responsible for this
situation?

yFor Political Scientists and Sociologists

Is ethnicity a factor in the power and resource allocation

in Nigeria?

Using the typology of majeminor, which type of the
ethnic group has greater access to power and resources?
Can this be a factor in the publishing of newspapers in
the languages of major and minority ethnic groups?

If the answer to 3 i¥es, how can this be?



