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ABSTRACT The Demise of the PerformanceArt of Masguerade: A Case Study of the Phenomenonin
Igbogene in Bayelsa State is a study of the now extinct performance idiom of masguerade among the
I gbogene people. The paper outlinesthe origin of masqueradein Igbogene. It looksat its organisational
structure, pays attention to the functions of masguerade as well its classification. The paper also
appreciates the staging of masquerade, but it iscritical of the factorsthat contributed to the demise of
the phenomenon on the arrival of the Christian missionsin the community. It grappleswith a number
of such factors, suggesting that missionary misdirected zeal, lack of cultural education, aswell asthe
coercive nature of the masquerade organisation are principal factors in the demise of the art of
masquerade in course of its relationship with Christianity. The paper is convinced that in order to
forestall crisisin the Niger Deltathere should deliberate attemptsin forging joint cultural endeavours
among communities the kind that existed between Igbogene and Elebele, and between the Epie and
Engenni using Igbogene as a representative community.



