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ABSTRACT The extent to which the international bodies provide for the refugees is far from being a
success story. These refuges face serious problems of hunger, molestation, street begging, theft and
prostitution. Out of the three zones, Oru/Awa/Liaporu zone was purposively chosen for the study.
One hundred and nineteen refugees were randomly selected. This research study focused on potential
livelihood activities of refugees in order to identify areas for helping them. The study showed the
problems the refugees faced such as lack of Education (68.6 %) lack of healthcare (41 %), discrimination
from indigenes (43.8 %) and inadequate food supply (41.9 %) as very serious constraint, leaving a
greater percentage of them surviving on alms, while some get involved in self-sponsored commercial
activities with little or no returns.  Some income generating activities of these refugees include: very
few of the male (18.7 %) engaged in sawmill and Okada riding (17.6 %). While the female engaged in
petty trade (23.1 %) and weaving (6.6 %). The result of the study revealed significant difference
between gender and livelihood activities (t = -5.448; p = 0.000). Spearman’s rho rank correlation
coefficient showed a correlation between constraints faced and engagement in livelihood activities (r
= -483; p = 0.000). This circumstance does not favor the refugees and this denies them of any right.
Without rights such as access to humanitarian services, work, movement in and out of the camp and
settlement, they will find it difficult to benefit and therefore become trapped and impoverished. The
refugees need to engage themselves in various activities in other to supplement with what they
receive from philanthropist in order to alleviate their sufferings. Therefore, attention should be given
on how they can contribute to their own survival and development.


