ISSN 0972-639X

S 5] STUDES OF TRBES AND TRBAS

© Kamla-Raj 2008 Stud Tribes Tribals, 6(2): 105-109 (2008)

Reincarnation “Iroso” in Esan: A Myth or Reality
M.A. 1zibili

Department of Philosophy, Ambrose Alli University, Ekpoma, Edo Sate, Nigeria
KEYWORDSREeligion. “Iroso” (Reincarnation). Philosophy. Myth. Reality

ABSTRACT Itistheconcern of this paper to examinetheconcept of ‘iroso’, which meansreincarnation
among the Esan people of southwestern Nigeria. It becomes necessary to x-ray this happening
against the background of such sel ected phenomenon in African traditional worldview that supposedly
makes up the content of African philosophy. The paper cameto aconclusion that it isnot all events
or occurrences that could be explained empirically. Hence, reincarnation should be taken as one of
the ways Africans promotes family solidarity and unbroken unity and such be accepted as what
Echekwube referred to as ‘regeneration’ theory instead of reincarnation.



