ISSN 0972-639X

S TS OFTRBESAND TRBAS

© Kamla-Raj 2007 Stud. Tribes Tribals, 5(1): 47-58 (2007)

Demographic Transition of Tribal People in
Forest Villages of Assam

C.J. Sonowal

Centrefor Dalit and Tribal Studies, Tata I nstitute of Social Sciences, Sion-Trombay Road,
Deonar, Mumbai 400 088, Maharashtra, India
Telephone: 022-25563290, E-mail: chunuda@yahoo.com, moina@tiss.edu

KEYWORDS Forest village; Taungya; Begar; symbiotic relations

ABSTRACT The creation of forest villages in India was a part of forest management under the
Colonial Government inthe early part of thelast century. Theneed for aregular supply of labourersin
forest exploitation was met through the introduction of ‘taungya’ system where the labourers were
given some amount of land to cultivate in lieu of their physical labour in forestry works. These
settlements or colonies of labourers established by the Forest Department for maintenance of assured
supply of labour required in forestry works done departmentally were known as forest villages. The
termsand conditionslaid down by the forest department while establishing forest villages were very
exploitative in nature. There is a general perception that the forest villages have been inhabited
predominantly by thetribal people over the period of time. But the present study revealsthat thetribal
populationsliving inforest villagesin the state of Assam have been numerically outhumbered by the
other communities. Thissituationislikely to create astrategic dilemmain implementing the new policy
on tribal people and forest in the country.



