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ABSTRACT History has always been a primary source for some modern Yoruba plays. This paper
therefore examines how Yoruba playwrights skillfully trace the origin of theincessant inter-tribal wars
and conflictsin the Yorubasociety to the 18" century trans-Atlantic slavetrade. Inthe main, the paper
reveals that the hostility among the Yorubaraceis afall-out of the trans-Atlantic slave trade. It also
arguesthat the aftermath of the slave trade has aggravated disintegration in the contemporary Yoruba
society. The paper concludes that many years after the European slave merchants had stopped the
heinous act of human trading, slavery still existsin form of human trafficking in the larger Nigerian
society.



