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ABSTRACT This paper explains the intgroup relations between Oye-Ekiti and Ibadan in thecEntury Essentiallythe

paper focused on the movement of Oye-Ekiti people to Ibadan intleetury a period of change in the traditional pattern of
migration in Nigeria. In the course of this studsal interview and documentary method of information gathering wereTised.

study revealed that the process that spanned almost a century of regular inflow of migrants from Oye-Ekiti to Ibadan was peaceful.
The work explained that Oye-Ekiti people were able to entrench themselves into the political terrain of south- western Nigeria,
while socio-economically they were able to fit themselves better into a ‘macro- economic’ setting unlike the peasantry economy
obtainable in Oye-Ekiti. Hence, Oye-Ekiti migrants were able to contribute to the development of Oye-Ekiti and Ibadan in particu-
lar and Nigeria in general.

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW over and across northfrica countries and to
all parts of NigeriaAnd to preserve his life, he
Oyeis one of the 1'6kingdoms ofkiti land.  was kept in a dark room with female deity called
Oye-Ekitipeople are a group of the south-west-‘Obalatan’ for an unspecified period of time.
ernYoruba, inhabiting the administrative head- Thus, he was observed as a wonderful prince
guarters’ of the present Oye Local Governmentwhose birth had been accompanied by a hor
area of Ekiti &te.The Old Oye kingdom com- rible harmattan, while, traditional lamps were
prises of five villages namely Oye, Ire, Egosi, lit and arranged in the room both day and night
Eshetta, (Egosi and Eshetta have come togethéo keep the room warm, coupled with the-har
as llupeju) andrigidi Ekiti (now Ayegbaju) and mattan was the attendant dryness of his mather
covers an area of about 64 square miles (Nabreast so much that she could not breast feed
tionalArchive, Ibadan)The population of Oye- him and rather he was fed with honey in place
Ekiti according to the 1952 national census wasof breast milkThis is why he was namedlo-
13,696, (NationaArchive, Ibadan), 57,196 in yemoyin meaning a harbinger of harmattan
1963 and in 2006 the population was 168,251who fed on honey and this is express in the cog-
(National Population Commission 2006). nomen to the child and by extension all autoch-
Oye-EKkitiis located at a general altitude thons ofOyeas;Omo Oloye, Omo ora ufe keta-
around 1500 feet with hills and granite outcropsana Osan ganganmneaning that Oloye is an
rising to about 200 feet. It is covered by thick aboriginal son of lle-Ife who always put on light
forest with very small patches of high forest andduring the day (Oye Progressive Union 1994).
is surrounded by hills which provide her pro- According to available oral evidence, the
tection in times of warln fact, the hills were a prince leftlle-Ife in company of his brother
blessing to the people especially during theOgunlire, the acclaimed founder dfe-EKiti,
Benin invasion in the ¥9century (Akintoye with a remarkable entourage, equipped with
1921). large armies, crude weaponrgommanders,
The origin ofOye Ekitiwhich is also known seers, oracles, priests and subtle counsélbes.
as Obalatanland is associated with the foundeentourage on their way frotte-Ife first settled
of the townOloyemoyinwvho was born in Imore at Ule Oye Ora(National Archive Ibadan)At
district of lle Ife (Owoyomi 1995)Thus, the Oye Odo Orathe aborigines were not happy
nameOye was coined from his nam®loye-  with such intrusion and as a result fought and
moyir, a name supposedly put together beca-scattered thenThey, therefore, moved to a new
use of the circumstances surrounding the birttsettlement and called @ye Ekitj while Og-
of the founder oDyewho was said to have been unlire migrated and settled ime-Ekiti. Some
born during a terrible and ‘hostile’ harmattam settled inEgosj and others conquerdtshetta
which normally blows from the Sahara desertand Arigidi while, Oye-Ekitibecame the head
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of these towns and Oloye was recognized by In Oye-Ekitj hunting, arts, crafts and smit-
them as their leader being the eldest son of theiing were regarded as full time occupations but
mother YeyeAiye (NationalAchive, District  were done alongside farming, because the local
Officer Diary Ibadan) blacksmith produced agricultural implements
such as hoes, axes, knives and cutlasses on a
OYE EKITI AND IBADAN RELA TIONS subsistence level for the agricultural industry
BEFORE 1900 and this actually helped the people in the devel-
opment of their agricultural industriNever

Trades serve as a great unifying factor fortheless, growing two types of crop like yam, co-
theYoruba peopl€eThis explains the reason why coyam, plantain, maize and vegetable was purely
many towns irYorubaland before the #%en-  subsistence, while other crops like cocoa, kola
tury had peaceful social and economic relation-nut, oil palm and cdée which are cash crop
ship with each town or community and had built were grown as a result of their contact with the
trade routes for accessible and free trade relaEuropean towards the tail end of theé" 1@n-
tionship with their neigbourd.he major routes tury (Onipede 1995).
before 1900 were the southern trade routes to And this actually explained the earliest ma-
the northern highway fromkure or Ise-Ekiti  jor economic relationship betweddye-EKkiti
to Ado passing througtre-Ekiti to old Oye- and Ibadan in the ¥&entury in the sense that
Ekiti settlementEgosi (nowllupeju) Itaji, Obo  within theYoruba kingdom there were no phy-
andOtunto thelgbominatowns,Nupeand the sical barriers that could hinder rapprochement,
Oyo countries (Akintoye 1921). which made contacts easy within towns and vil-

There were, howevesmaller routes from lages.Although, evidences have pointed to the
Ikole to Oye to Ogotun,Ara and Efon Ekiti  facts that before ¥&entury the easterdoruba
According to FeliciZODgungbemia regular tra- kingdoms ofkiti were drawn more towards the
der tolbadan a trade route cut acro€yeto  center of the Benin Kingdom in the south- east
Igbaja through toOyo, Moniyaand finally to  than westwards partly due to Benin wars of ex-
Oje markets in IbadanThe major articles of pansion (Akintoye 1995) and partly because of
trade were kola nuts, calabash, spun cloth anthe lucrative routes, which cut across Hieti
came wood, beads with potash imported fromkingdoms, from Benin to the northern countries
the northern Nigeria througBkiti towns from  of thelgbominaandNupe which also provided
Igbaja and Akoko and exchanged for corals, an avenue for thEkiti people to have access to
European cloth, cowry shells and European irorEuropean goods from Benin kingdom that had
implements and at a later time, particularly-dur had earliest contacts and trading relationship
ing the Ekiti-lbadan wars with guns and gun with the Europeans prior to Ibadan (Onipede
powder (Ogungbemi 1995). 1995)

Trading activities with neighboring towns Indeed, European cloths, iron tools, guns and
also flourishedArticles of trade include yam, powder were brought from Benin fdo EKkiti
cotton, kola nuts, palm oil, palm kernels, lo- to Are-Ekitiand toOye EkitipassingOtun-EKiti
cally woven clothes, and pepper among othersthrough to thelgbominatowns, Nupe and to
All these articles were normallyfefed for sale  theOyocountries ofjaye andlbadan(Onipede
on market day9yelike otherEkiti towns was 1995). Oral evidence point to the fact tkate
an agricultural town and as such attached muchvas a meeting point, where traders within the
importance to farming due to the location of thedistricts assemble for takefab places like Ig-
town amidst dense ewgeen forestThe men baja andNupewhere they in turn buy other-ar
were predominantly farmers, while the womenticles to be resold i®yo towns on their way
did a little cultivation and also helped their hus- coming and inOye-Ekiti back home (Ogung-
bands during planting season and at harvestoemi 1995) until the political upheavals of the
ing. late 19" century However it must be stated that,

It should be noted, that wealth at this periodthe Ekiti people did not feel the impact of the
depended lgrely on ones agricultural output (Yoruba)Oyo kingdom and had not been part
which also encouraged a dgr family Other  of the oldOyo Empire (Ave 1964) and as such
occupation in the town includes hunting, art andhad not been &cted by the political troubles,
crafts, iron smiting or blacksmithing. which in the late 1Bcentury and the early 19
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century led to the fall of old Oyo Empire@@  revealed in her appointment Afeleto oversee
1964). But the attempt by the emgigig powers  EKkiti.
like the Ibadan to extend their territory on the  While the Ekiti towns accepted Ibadan over
pretext of protecting otheéforuba towns led to lordship in the hope of better treatment by their
the involvement oEkiti, while theEkiti people  perceived kinsmen without resistance, the Iba-
on the other hand saw the development as adan soon neglected such aspirations and re-
infringement on their independence and politi- garded them primarily as a means to wealth, of
cal autonomy cheap slaves and cheap labour to work in their
Although, owing to the collapse G@fyoEm-  farms and man their armies, in general as a rich
pire and thd-ulaniinvasion of northeriYoruba field for exploitation and the Ekiti people were
countries from around 1820, many Oyo refu-not happy with the situation particularly when
gees came to settle in thgbominaand Ekiti it got to the point that thAjeles were taking
towns (Akintoye 1921). Nonetheless, the rela-undue advantage of their womé&ie conse-
tionship was of mutual understanding ratherquence was that lugust 1878, the EKiti king-
than of political domination as was the case ofdoms allied with the ljesha and revolted against
Ibadan. Ibadan hegemonynarking the outbreak of the
One important thing to note is that the col- famous Kiriji war (Bamishe 1987Jhe war las-
lapse of theDyo Empire made the defense of ted for sixteen years from 1877 until 1893, when
Yoruba kingdom against the Fulanfall on the  the Europeans had to intervene to bring the war
shoulders of the new engéng states of Ibadan to an end.
and ljaye (Akintoye 1921)hile the ljaye bore In all, Oye Ibadan relations could be seen
the defense of the kingdom west of river Ogun,from two perspectives before 190t first and
Ibadan faced thélorin-Fulani in the eastern early contact as primarily commercial, second-
Ogundistrict. Ibadan recorded their first major ly, as political particularlywith the disintegra-
victory against thelorin-Fulani at Osogboin  tion of theYoruba kingdom, due to the defeat of
1840 and thus began a systematic rolling backlorin-Fulani allied forces by the Ibadan army
of the llorin-Fulani hegemony over tiv@ruba  in 1840 at Osogbo war whicamade Ibadan a
towns oflgbominaand theEkiti and then es- sure power irYoruba laad and thus made her
tablished its political control over such towns establish her political hegemony and influence
by appointingAjele to administer them (Ajayi over EKkiti kingdoms in general and Oye king-

1970). dom that had hitherto been under Balogun
Of importance are the activities of these Gambari of llorin (Omole 1994).
Ajeles(representatives) in tHekiti kingdoms, The falls of llorin in the war meant libera-

which eventually led to a revolt of thskiti (Ak- tion for Oye from llorin but an embrace of Iba-
intoye 1921)oupled with their moral decad- dan hegemonyand not until 1877 at Okemesi
ency that later resulted into series of crisis. In-when Oye joined the combined Ekiti and ljesha
deed, it was théjele crisis of 1868-1769 be- forces (Ekiti and ljesha army) at the famous kiriji
tweenltaji andEgosi(now llupeju), the latter war to fight Ibadan did Oye regain her inde-
anOyetown that finally brought Oye under the pendence (Onipede 1995).
Ibadan hegemony

Ibadan sometimes claimed that it was at the THE ORIGIN AND GROWTH OF OYE
instance of the EKkiti that they intervene in the COMMUNITY IN IBADAN
EKkiti crisis and wars, they also claimed that they
had gone to the Ekitiland and ljesha countries The coming of the Europeans in the laté 19
in order to free the people from the llorin-Fulani century saw the gradual disappearance in war
domination. It was also asserted that the Ibadafare and slave trading and the egearce of new
in invading Ekiti and ljesha countries were in- forces governing the movement of people. For
spired solely by philanthropic or brotherly feel- instance, the Europeans greatly influence the
ings of serving the interest of thedwruba towns  cessation of hostility between the Ekiti and the
(Awe 1964)ut, one point that is clear is that Ibadan in 1877 at Okemesiy& 1964). Their
the Ibadan invasions of Ekiti towns were pri- involvement through treaties with fifent par
marily a means of extending her political influ- ties to the war later brougMoruba kingdom
ence over thes¥oruba countries as was later under the sphere of their influence and by 1900
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formal colonial administration was established Oye site through Oye communal labotar the
in the modern day Nigeria. divisional oficer in chage of Oye district, Mr

The colonial system speedily saw to the de-R B Brown, which was rejected. In fact, in the
velopment of administrative towns, and peopleopinion of Mr R.B.Brown “the government
had to move from the rural areas to these urbamwould neither divert nor close the major road
centers to enjoy certain benefits in politics, eco-because of Oye alone”( Bamishe 1987).
nomy and social facilities which were not avail- It was the divisional dicer's assertion that
able prior to the European “invasion”. forced the educated elites with other progres-

The position of Ibadan as an administrativesive elements in Oye to rally round Gkebayo
town made it attractive to migrants from the Aribatishe 1 to shift the town from the 1927
rural Yoruba towns, the status which it had en-location to the present site, in obedience to the
joyed after the collapse of Oyo Empire due tosaying that “if mountain does not come to
its central location at the edge of the rain forestMohammed, Mohammed will go to the moun-
and the savanna and probably as a major poweain:” while some could not &frd the cost of
in the region at the arrival of the Europeansbuilding another house resulting from the sec-
(Adeleke 1979)Thus, it became a terminal for ond shift within twenty years had to leave for
trade routes from the rural areas and a majotbadan in search of greener pasture and habi-
center of commerce, industries and crafts. It istation (Owoyomi 1994).
also the capital of western region of Nigeria as However the greater importance of indi-
well as the center for both primargost pri- vidual migration can be understood from the
mary and higher education and in this strugglefact that during the early years of colonial rule,
Oye EKkiti people were not left out in the move- a degree of compulsion was often used to secure
ment to Ibadan to share in the privileges of mo-adequate supply of labour and administrative
dern life. conveniences, which greatlyfeafted Oye peo-

The imposition of British rule oveYoruba ple, particularly the introduction of tax in the
land witnessed a series of change in the politisecond decade of the century and to evade this,
cal, economic and social life of the people. Inpeople migrated elsewhere for conveniences.
the hinterland, administrative towns were cre- TheAdeoba episode in Oye was another cata-
ated, while new economic system and socialyst to the movement (1932-1940)he instal-
values were introduced, particularly as there wagdation of Adeoba as the Oloye was against the
the need for the Europeans to move into thes&ish of the majority of Oye people (Omole 1994)
areas in order to fefctively tap the economic and the vassal towns notably former Egosi and
resources of the people, while those indigenougshetta, now llupeju, Ire and formarigidi,
people engaging in civil service, commerce andnow Ayegbaju-Ekiti. Though, few people sup-
industry had to move to the administrative cen-ported the Oba elect against the majority but
ters from the rural areas in search of new life. since the colonial government wanted him be-

Thus, it was the colonial system of adminis- cause of the level of his literacy many had to
tration that influences the first set of migrantsflee to Ibadan to avoid colonial persecution.
from Oye EKkiti to Ibadan (Austin 1982), while Indeed, this incidence degenerated into an
some left as colonial government workaiss-  open conflict between the people who wanted
ionary’s interpreter and assistants, others lefthim removed and the supporters of the Oba,
as a result of the devastatindeet of the Oye particularly the district dicer who in a bid to
resettlement schemes of 1927 and 194¥e  protect the Oba drafted about one hundred and
resettlement of 1927 was at the instance of Chiefifty policemen to the Oloye’palace fronAdo-

E O Babalola, the first graduate in Ekiti, who Ekiti to protect the Oba (Adeyemi 1994). He
realized the need to bring together all the ninealso gave directives that key actors should be
separate localities of Oye that he considered aarrested, while, some were arrested, others fled
being far removed from each other (Owoyomito places likéAbeokuta and Ibadan where they
1994). finally settled (Owoyomi 1994).

Also in 1947-1949, the Oye elite in their se-  On the significance of colonialism in mig-
arch for socio-economic development of theration inAfrica, De Kiewet (1965) writes, “the
town presented the idea of shifting the majordevelopment offrica can be more understood,
road leading to Lokoja from Ibadan to the newif it is seen as a result of two movements of mi-
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gration.The first being the migrations of Euro- Ibadan, he was the first graduate in Ekiti and
pean traders, fitials and settlers intéfrica  one of the first nine in Ondo provine& minis-
together with their skills, investments, equip- ter in the western regional government of Chief
ments, and governmentgamnizationsThe sec- Awolowo Obafemi (1951-1956) became a shel-
ond is the migration offrican man into the ter for new comers from Oye (Owoyomi 1994).
new world created by European enterprises” Between 1940 and 1995, the waves of mig-
(Emielu 1987). ration from Oye to Ibadan increased tremen-
The colonial era witnessed the creation of adously as Oye people began to migrate in search
new world forAfricans as stated by De Kiewet Of white collar jobs which were readily avail-
to the extent that developments in these centergble in Lagos, Osogbo and Ibadan and due to
of administrations became rapid, and industrieProximity of these cities, Oye people saw Ibadan
were established, while new tastes were discovas a transit route where they could either get a
ered.This attracted people from rural areasob or linked up with either Lagos or Osogbo
among which were the Oye people who moved©r employment. Ibadan thus became their sec-
in the search for employments, particularly the@nd home.Those who could not get jobs in
young school leaveralso, some illiterates who L2gos had to return to their friends who had
had been ‘married’ to their farmlands divorced’ Séttled in Ibadawh new feeling of security which
farming and moved to Ibadan for all sorts of d€veloped among the Oye people in Ibadan
employment as unskilled labourers, night soilMade them influence political, economic and
men, apprentice and drivers, cooks, house helge¢io-cultural life of the people in Ibadan and
among others. ye on a greater magnitude than earlier peri-

The political status of Ibadan attracted sch-Od‘fl'_'h f [ d from O
ool leavers, being the only center for trade an eretole, as More Peope MOveC rom Lye

commerce in the region with much of govern- o Ibadan from 1900, the need to identify with

ment presence, which provided opportunity forthelr_ new settlement and to adjust to new life

: - IS .~ Obtainable in Ibadan began to manifest and hunt
white-collar jobs, unlike in the rural areas, while them, so also was the instinct to identify with
e Shce: el kih and kn fom Oye. Hence, some o
attracted srz)me qeo interest because the ris- 'them who had been friends back home and had
. 1e peoptd . belong to the same age group/grade began to
ing expectations and changing values of th

e had ed d ds | d e\ﬂ'sit one anotherthe visitation became more
people had created new demands 10r gooas an@tansified and later became a nucleus and av-
services which to an increasing number could

; . enue for the promotion of both personal and
not be obtainable in Oy&hey were, therefore, ' g,cia) interest and later transits into the Oye

forced to migrate to areas where their eXpeCtaProgressive Union in 1936 (Adeyemi 1994).
tions of job opportunity and the modern ways of

life could be realized either in public service or OYE DEVELOPMENT UNION
in the private sector
The introduction of ChI’IStIanIty in 1903 was Oye Deve'opment Union was founded in

another catalyst to the development of educa4936 (Adeyemi 1994) by five members from
tion in Oye (Bamishe 1987). It also increasedoye, EgosiandEshetta villages that make the
the rate of e_mlgratlon_from the town, becayse itentireOyeKingdom but with the exemption of
saw to the increase in the number of childrenarigidi-Ekiti and have among its objectives the
enrollment into the primary schools that by 1920provision of financial assistance to members’
Oye had produced four outstanding educateqOye Progressive Union 1990) particular the
elite. A sound education at this period meantnew migrants fronDyg in the areas of accom-
standard four to six graduate who could readmodation and payment of school fees for mem-
and write and interpret for the missionaries andbers and their wards who could nofioad it.

the colonial administrators. MK. Atere passed In addition, was the formation @ye Pro-
standard six in 1919, and took up a railway ap-gressive Union in 1936 through the amalgam-
pointment in Osogbo on a salary of 27 poundation of four social clubs namely th&re De-
per annum. In 1920, MPeter Falope and Mr scendant UniorggbeUnity Club,OyeProgres-
Thompson also completed their primary school.sive Union and the Oredegbe Social Club, which
Chief E.O. Babalola became a school master irhad been existing since 1926 (Omole 1994
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amalgamation was due to the appeal fund to bsocio-political and economic benefits of both
launched forEkiti development by thé&kiti communities which is a strong indication that
ParapoProgressive Union under its first Presi- inter-ethnic harmonyprogress and holistic de-
dent, Chief E.O.Babalola who was an Indigenevelopment is achievable in a multi-cultural en-
of Oye and to have a common front, all the vironment.

four Unions had to come together to present a
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