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Ethnic Identity of the Indigenous Tribes in Great Nicobar Island

Rajesh Patnaik1 and B.V.R. Prasad2

1. Plot 82, Daspalla Hill, Visakhapatnam 530 003, Andhra Pradesh, India
E-mail: rajesh009@gmail.com

2. Anthropological Survey of India, Manav Bhavan, Bogadi, Mysore 570 026, Karnataka, India
E-mail: ravivsp23@rediffmail.co.in

KEYWORDS Biodiversity. Resource Utilization. Shompen. Nicobarese

ABSTRACT The present paper is aimed at understanding the indigenous tribes of the Great Nicobar
Island in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. It focuses on the geographical distribution of resources
and the retention of strong ethnic differentiation among the islanders. The utilisation of the non-
over lapping resources leads to more or less specific utilisation of microenvironments within the
Great Nicobar Island. The extensive utilisation of resources largely rests on the diversity of species
within the microenvironments and cultural perception of indigenous groups


