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ABSTRACT Gerontocracy as a rule of the elders remains tenacious in many parts of Nigeria. In
Esanland, acore group in Edo State, the manifestation of therule of the eldersisparticularly strong at
thevillagelevel. Usually, all respected elders asthe custodians of the norms and values of the people
while at the sametime they were seen astheimmediate next to the ancestors. Despite the vicissitudes
of modernity on the status of the elders, gerontocracy lingers on as the norms in which elders
exercised control asacohesiveforce for their villages and communities. Thisisevident in the elders
right to first choice, their family roles especially as the stabilizers of family ties and their being
considered as next to the ancestors.



