ISSN 0973-5070

STUDIES ON

ETHNO-IMEDICINE

© Kamla-Raj 2010 Ethno Med, 4(3): 211-216 (2010)

Study of Traditional Medicinal Practices among the Raj-Gonds
of Korba District of Chhattisgarh

Raj esh Shuklaand M oyna Chakravarty

School of Studiesin Anthropology, Pt. Ravishankar Shukla University, Raipur 429010,
Chhattisgarh, India
E-mail: rds.anth@gmail.com, rajks anth@hotmail.com

KEYWORDS Ethno-Medicine. Folklore. Tribal Health. Medical Pluralism

ABSTRACT This paper documents the traditional knowledge of medicinal plants that are in use by
the Rgj-Gond tribes residing in Korba district of Chhattisgarh. The information was collected from
community membersaswell asfrom traditional heal ers. Raj-Gonds believe that any diseaseis caused
due to magico-religious elements, malnutrition and environmental imbalance. Raj-Gonds usually
approach Baiga and Vaidhraj, who are the traditional healers. These healers also diagnose the
disease through magico-religious methods. They identify theinvolvement of spirit, demonsor deities.
Raj-Gonds are pluralistic in seeking treatment for variousillnesses and diseases. However, they prefer
the traditional healers. The present study documented the information on various herbsincluding the
derivatives or parts of the herbs they use, preparation of the drug for use, dosage, etc. The study
warrants evaluating medical efficacy of these traditional medicines and documenting oral traditional
knowledge, which persists among tribal communities.



