ISSN 0976-6634
JOURNAL OF

SOCIOLOGY AND SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY

© Kamla-Raj 2014 J Sociology Soc Anth, 5(1): 37-42 (2014)
DOI: 10.31901/24566764.2014/05.01.05

“I Touch Girls to Feel What They Are Selling”: Sexual Harassment
of Female Learners in South African Schools

Ramodungoane Tabane! and Awelani V. Mudau?

University of South Africa
E-mail: *<Tabanrj@unisa.ac.za>, ><mudauav@unisa.ac.za>

KEYWORDS Abuse. Bullying. Learners. School Environment. School Violence. Teachers

ABSTRACT This article focuses on sexual harassment of female learners by male learners as a dynamic of school violence
in the South African secondary schools. This research is based on a mixed method research approach and data was
collected by means of questionnaires, focus groups and in-depth interviews. Participants were asked to recall incidents of
violence either committed by them or they were subjected to in the school by fellow learners and/ or teachers. The study
indicated that while the female learners suffer sexual harassment from male learners it is not reported due to fear; sexual
harassment is excused as boys being boys, and/ or female learners having to enduring the humiliation.



