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ABSTRACT The Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University (BKWSU), a relatively new global spiritual movement, was
founded in India by Dada Lekhraj or Brahma Baba and arose from a Hindu cultural base known as Om Mandli in the 1930s
before becoming known as BKWSU in the 1960s. It emerged as a spiritual force in South Africa in the 1980s. Themovement
is becoming more significant in a post-apartheid South Africa, where its non-dogmatic, non-ritualistic embracing of non-
cultural and non-religious beliefs appeals to a society that has had to endure generations of racial, religious and class
distinction. The movement’s strong focus on the spiritual empowerment of women through an understanding of the soul and its
connection to God, appeals to South African women who appreciate a spiritual approach which is non-sectarian and non-
doctrinaire in nature. This article traces the history and the role of the Brahma Kumaris movement and its contribution to South
African society.



