PRINT: ISSN 0971-8923 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6756

JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

Interdisciplinary Reflection of Contemporary Society

© Kamla-Raj 2009 J Soc Sci, 21(2): 105-115 (2009)
PRINT: ISSN 0971-8923 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6756 DOI: 10.31901/24566756.2009/21.02.04

The Yoruba Fool Insignia: Beyond the Shakespearean Tradition

Durotoye A. Adeleke

Department of Linguistics and African Languages, University of Ibadan, Ibadan, Nigeria
E-mail: duroadeleke@yahoo.com

KEYWORDS Yoruba Fool. Insignia. Shakespearean Tradition. Buffoonery

ABSTRACT The Shakespearean fool is identified by his motley, the asses’ ears, coxcomb or foxtail.
He also exhibits certain characteristics and displays some antics. The Yoruba fool of Nigeria also has
his/her hallmark traits which are identical to that of Shakespeare in certain respect. However, the
Yoruba fool tradition on the screen veers from the Shakespearean fool culture. Unlike the western fool
who is predictable to a certain extent, the Yoruba fool seems to be amorphous for s/he appears in
different colours and shades. The treatise of this paper is to bring to the fore the emblems of the
Yoruba fool. The study examines the paraphernalia, vis-a-vis its function. It concludes by drawing
attention to the new trends in costuming the fool in Yoruba video films.



