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ABSTRACT This contributian 1o urban theory determines
what concepts developed in the Indonesian context play a
rele in genernl urban studies and conversely this study also
describes whai widely used terms have proven to be valuahle
in ihe yirm.d'n, coniexl of Java and the Archipelago. The
focus of this IMeratune fesearch s mainky directed towards
miigration, mega-urbangsation and wrban eymbalism,

INTRODUCTION

Generally speaking, it is possible wo classify
urbvanisis studving the Indonesian city within
two broad approaches, namely those who look
at the specific characteristis of urban areas in
Indonesia and those who have focussed on s
general characteristics. In the former approach
they focus largely on the exotic and try to locae
and describe the typical Indonesian aspects of
these cities: in the latler they tend 1o see
Indonesian citics as pan of a global phenomenon
and refer 1o the reality of rapidly growing urban
concentrations and world-wide urbanisation. In
this contribution we will analyse the literature on
the Indonesian and particularly the Javanese cit
and describe the contributions made by bo
these approaches to the understanding of the
phenomenon of urban development, We will
focus on theory and try 1o determine the main
concepls developed in the Indonesian context
and examine what role they have played in the
general literature on urbanisation and conversely
alzo describe what general concepts have proved
lo bevaluable in the specific context of Java and
the Archipelago. Before enumerating these
theoretical findings, we will present a short
overview of the history of the Indonesian city
and of the main topics deall with in the urban
studies concerned.

The cty can be consicered a total social
phenomenon, which means that it is related o all
sors of aspects encompassing the material as
well as the social, cultural, linguistic, political,
and cconomie aspects. Therefore it is studied by
scientists from various domains such as
sociologists, anthropologists, historians, social

geographers, linguists, coonomists, architects,
city planners and these scholars studying ar,
administration and politics. We-as a team
comprising a sociologist and amhropologist will
restrict ourselves largely to the socio-cultural
aspects that form our domain. This means that,
wehave to deal with the role of special concepts
such as focal and local urbanism, dual society,
plural society, urban mmlulinn subsistence
production, desaftofasasi, meraniau, transmi-
gration, and kamprng improvement, but we can-
not ignore general concepts such as urbanisa-
tion, mega-urbanisation, informal sector, urban
meanings, wrban ritual and symbolism, migra-
tioa, and shum improvement. Of course, in such a
multitude of concepts, we are forced to sclect
some issues which we consider most apt to lead
to an understanding of the inherent dualism of
urban theory and its consequences on both
sides.

URBAN DEVELOPMENT

In the siudy of the development of the
Indoncsian city, as well as in the history of the
Indonesian archipelago in general, three phases
are often distingnished: the carly, the colonial,
and the modem period. The origin of the present
Indonesian town is rooted for the most part in
the wllmdzhmm: in indigenous centres, old
coastal centres, and colonial seftlements.
Some of the old principles of architecture and
the division of space are still visible in present-
day urban society. The exposure to forgign
influences, and the strugele between different
cthnic and religious groups to gain the upper
hand in a city, have been significant faciors in
the development of Indonesian towns,

Any knowledge of the early Indonesian citics
can only be fragmentary. The major character of
these towns was not the direct marking of the
limits of space, as was the case in ¢.g. early
Western European and Chinese cities, but
instead the marking of power on the basis of
control over social relations. This is called focal
urbanism (Mas, 1990) and fits well into more gen-
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eral theories of pre-colonial political control (Redd,
1 98- 9493,

Foughly two tvpes of early Indonesian towns
can be distingnished, namely inland or agrarian
and coastal or trade cities. In the foun centh and
again in the fiftcenth century it was powerful
Javanese-Hindu Majapahit, which had its urban
centre inland and had its cconomic basis in
agriculture. In contradiction coastal towns werg
based on trade. Banlen prospered in the sixicenth
century and was greaily influenced by lslam
imported by traders, Trade with China, India and
later the West offered a sound source of livelihood
for these coastal kingdoms.

A Reid (1980) stresses that labour, and not
commaoditics, formed the major source of
livelihood in the carly Indonesian city. Establis-
hing and maintaining socal relationships formed
a very important way of acquiring and holding
power. The focus was situsted at the centre of an
urban settlement from where power relations
were struciured and reached as far as the
periphery of the jungle. These early societies
developed povernmental struciures with a
rational, juridical burcaucracy of civil servants,
the so-called patrimonial states (Wheatley, 1983).
In this process of focal urbanism the religious
legitirmisation of the king was of major imponance.
Underlying the morphological structure of the
early Indonesian town was a religions tradition.
Hinduism from India characterised by its hierar-
chisising rituals and symbaols and Buddhism from
China both had a strong impact on large areas off
Indonesia in the classical period.

The plan of the carly Indonesian town
corresponded 1o the social stmucture of socicty.
The ruler in his frafon (palace) in the centre
formed the focus of a citv. He was surrounded in
concentric circles by religious and worldly lea-
ders respectively, and by scrvants, soldiers,
and artizans, and outside the wown by foreign
traders and farmers. This represented the strc-
ture of the cosmos with the gods in the centre
surroumnded by the common people in the pe-
riphery.

Stratification remained very apparent in the
colomial period, this time with the Europeans at
the centre of power. Their influence generated
specific urban forms in Indonesia. L. Marcusscn
describes the colonial town as“a societal svstem,
where economic position and political relations
coincided socially with race, [and which | found
spatial expression in a segregated settlement
system” (Marcussen, 1990 186), This segregated
syatem consisted of a “native quarier,” which
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was made up of the kraton and the bompung, a
“Chinese quaner” with its shophouses, and a
“Western quarter,” which comprised the fort and
the colonial quarter, The “Indo-Europeans™ lived
ag an infermediary group between the “natives™
and Evuropeans. There was not a fixed order of
dominance among thess varions quarters, [none
city the Westem sphere dominated (e g. Batavia),
in another the native (e.g, Palembang when the
Dutch fortification was destroyed), sometimes it
was the Chinese sphere (e.g. Lasem), which was
most important. It could and did happen that one
sphere was eliminated by the others (cf. Nas,
199%). The colonial leaders of this segmented
society were aciually only moderately interesied
in the final visible result of urban development”
(Warthetim, 1958: 67),

Sinee the growth in the urban population
began to accelerate at the beginning of the
twenticth century, it became oo unwiegldy 1o
admimister them all from the capital. The solution
was for the colonial government o introduce
deceniralisation, and municipalities were created
after the svstem current in the MNetherlands
{Werthcim, 195%; Nas, 1990). This measurc
allowed the local interests of the growing middle
class and the increasing group of educated
indigenous Emple to be better represented, Land
for housing began to become a scarce commodity
in those times and programmes to improve the
living conditions in the kampamng were initiated.
This system of municipal government, including
the building and planning regulations pertainin
to it, was inherted by the newly establish
Republic of Indonesia (Nas, 1990, Marcussen,
UKD,

The central features of the colonial Indone-
sian town were its focus on the West (expressed
fior example in buildings. street-names, statuecs
and the like), its function as administrative and
economic centres, and a coertain degree of segre-
gation of population groups on the basis of their
cthnic background. The segregation gradually
decreased after the establishment of the Repub-
lic of Indonesia “when economic force replaced
legal compulsion asa mechanism of segregation”
(Marcussen, 19902 187).

Since Independence, the population of
Indonesia has grown tremendously, and so have
the cities both in number and in number of
inhabitants. In the wake of economic develop-
ment and increasing educational possibilities,
major urban problems have appeared. Examples
arc the absence of laws conceming the use of
the land, which had not belonged 1o a raditional
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Indonesian land owning class, unconirolled
expansion of kampung setilements, water and
air pollution, and traffic congestion. The earliest
urban growth was concentrated around the open
spaces in the centre of the cities, which in colo-
nial times wene built on a spacious scale. Nowa-
days, the city has taken the formof a HET
ban region, which is constituted of configura-
tiong of old centre and old suburbs, incorpo-
rated villages and rural areas, ﬁﬁhﬂn sprawl
development comprising comp new Lowns.

Cuestions of 'l:ﬁ'hﬂ.‘l‘t%ﬂﬂ.l‘lnll‘lg. of what io do
with the urban heritage from colonial and even
pre-colonial times, and of how to create new living
environments for the increasingly urban
population are of considerable importance in
present-day Indonesia, Keepin e with llm
expansion and proliferation of the cities, the
scholarly studv of the urban dweiﬂpmmi of
Indonesia has boomed and diversified,

This urban research had solid beginnings in
the colonial period when classic studies of the
big cities, such as Batavia and Surabaya were
produced. These provided a considerable input
for understanding the urbanisation process in
order to foster urban planning and regulate
unbalanced development. Quite apart from this,
important historic, archaeological, and linguistic

research was directed towards understanding the-

traditional socictics of pre-colonial states and
cities, such as Majapahit and Banten, After
Independence, especially during the 1%60s, the
focus remained concentrated on the undersiand-
ing of the urbanisation process in general and
miore particularly on the rural-urban migration and
ethnic integration processes which were its main
constituents, In the 1970s and 19805 research
begun on this solid base diversified mainly with
regard to the situation of the poor, and their in-
formal sector activities and housing conditions.

This rescarch was often connecied to develop-
menl activities, such as kampung improvement
and sites-and-services projects, the stimulation
al informal sector activitics with regard (o becak
drivers, street vendors, scavengers and so on,
and social services delivery in the poor wards. In
the 19905, when it was generally acknowledged
that the authonties were nol ableto solve all the
uthan problems, urban management again be-
came an important ssue, leading to decentralisa-
lion and public-private co-operation policies.
Besides this major theme the urban natural and
the urban cultural environments have consti-
tuted relatively new research topics, which are
taking shape respectively in studies on sustain-
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able urban development and urban symbolism,
In the past few decades urban research in Java
= amwd not only there - has experienced an upsurge
and dnm]fyud unfolding its potentials, like a
ires, q:rmutn}hmndimmal‘u-mnunk Crhverview
studies and bibliographies show a strong
increase in publications on almost all fields
dealing with urban settlements (Mas, 1986, 1995;
Mboi and Houston Smith, 1994). However, the
research is often practical and project-bound in
nature and not published through regular
commercial channels, resulting in the limited
accessibility of the results. Another drawback is
that this research is heavily biased in favour of
the big cities, particularly Jakarta (Mboi and
Houston Smith, 1994),

The scientific perception of the Indonesian
city is based on a number of basic contrasts, The
first comerstone of the Indonesian urban image
is the opposition between focal and local
urbanizm, which is used to define the specific
character of the Malay city in contrast to
European cities of the Middle Ages. The second
element is the distinction between coastal and
inland cities with the concomitant differences in
ethnic composition and cultural background.
This contrast, though not completely irrclevant,
is probably sirongly exaggerated, lgm:nrm
correspondences between and nuances in bo
categories. The third polarity differentiates the
compact cities of the past from the recently
cmerging mega-urban arcas, which incorporate
all sons of areas such as traditional cities,
countryside, nature, recreational arcas, suburbs,
and completely new towns, These pairs of
contrasting clements strongly colour the image
of the Indonesian city by specifying it, but also
by conventionalising it. This makes it difficult 1o
develop new conceptualisations.

Within the framework of these urban develop-
ment processes in Indonesia, the concomitant
growth and diversification of the research efforts,
and the evolving image of the Indonesian city, in
he following sections we will desaribe and evalu-
ate the specific and general characterof the theo-
retical achievements, We will respectively deal
with migration, mega-urbanisation, and urban
symibolis

MIGRATION

As a consequence of the shortage of land
and the high population density in Java, migra-
tion from Java to other, sparsely u'dmhnufm
lands has been underway since the nineteenth
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century. This migration can be spontaneous or
organised in character. Despite this out-
migration, Java has kept its administrative,
coonomic, and educational core function, which
exeris a_ﬁ:ealntlramiun on migrants from other
islands, This leads to both permanent and circular
migration to the urban areas, particulkarly Jakarta,
Therefore, as in other parts of the world, wban
sociologists make a distinction betwen general
migralion calegories, such as spontaneous and
planned, and the more specific categories of
permanent and circular migration.

When exploning the specific character of the
Indoncsian lown, twa distinct Indonesian
concepis appear to be indispensable. The first
regards the Indoncsian form of permanant mi
tion from Java, which is called transmigration.
The sccond concept concerns a particular Indo-
niesian form of circular migration, namely meran-
fcm.

Meranton as a svsiem of temporary migration
has a long history, especially in the matrilineal
Minangkaban society of Sumatra. The term
merantay has become familiar in other parts of
Indonesia as well, referring to the temporary
migration of {young) men, while women stay
behind, taking care of agriculture and raising the
children. As in other forms of circular migration,
the contact with the village or town is maintainecd.
Circular migrants return (o their place of birth
regularly (for funerals, marriages, and religious
feasts) and oflen send money home. Both the
social network in the town or village of orgin
and the establishment of a new socio-cconomic
network in the city appear 1o be highly importam
1o the survival of the migrant. In Indoncsian cities,
network analyses have been used as a tool in
siudying these processes. G.J. Hugo (1978)
points out the importance of informal links and
network systems for circular or commuting mi-
grants in Indonesian cities. L. Trager (1991) has
siudied these relationships using the concept of
dispersed family networks. M.A. Costello et al,
{1987} stress that reseanch on circular migration
should foous especially on the informal sector
as the relationships between this sector and
migration are in need of further empirical
verification and claborion.

Studiesas I Rodenburg s (1997) analyse the
culturally embedded relationships between
circular migration and gender-roles in patrilineal
Morth Tapanuli, Sumatra, Discussing the
feminisation of agriculiure, Rodenburg sheds
light on the position and role of the women who
stay behind.
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Meranton has cultural meanings, originating
from a matrilincal kinship svstem. The concept
has become acculturated in Indonesia as a form
of circular migration. Evidently, it is constantly
transforming and adapting to new situations.
This produces a more “globally™ used concept
of circular migration and, a specifically Indone-
gian form of temporary settlement for both of
which the term merantau 15 utilised

The same applies to permanent migration. In
Java, a highly unigque system of transmigration
has developed. Here, the enormous population
growth has been considered aproblem since the
beginning of the twentieth ceniury. This has
become even more pressing since Independence.
Transmigration was developed as a povenmental
policy to create new living environments for the
rapidly increasing urban and rural populations.
These inter-island migration programmes, (espe-
cially) from Java to other islands, are a continua-
tion of the colonial “emigration” policy. A com-
plex bureaucracy guides and subsidises the de-
parture of familics and supports them for a while
with houses, land, and other facilitics in transmi-
gration areas

This Indonesian ransmigration programme is
unigue in the world. There is no programme to be
encountered in any other place, which has been
executed on such a large scale and over such a
long time span. Transmigration can therefore be
counied a iypically Indonesian concept,
embedded in national Indonesian policy. Besides
the intention of relieving population pressure on
Java and developing sparsely inhabited and
infertile arcas on other islands, transmigration

‘has encompassed a more covert aim of promoting
national integration and is not without su'atbﬁic
considerations, namely the protection of the
relatively uninhabited borders of the archipelago.

Any study of transmigration has to take
account of both the consequences for the newly
inhabited territorics, which have been tremen-
dous, and the more modest impact on Javanese
cities. As early as the 19505 il had become evi-
dent thai at most the rate of increase of Java's

opulation growth could be only marginally redu-
ced (Rigg, 1991). Studies on these Indonesian
rescitlemenis often meniion that the central aim
of the ransmigration programmeno longer seems
to be the restriction of overpopulation on Java,
although this is still governmental policy, but
the development of outer islands, where the soil
is ofien infertile and difficult to oultivate, Family
planning programines seem 1o be a more effec-
tive tool nowadavs to relieve the pressure on
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Javancse cities, ], Rigg (1991) emphasises that
the key o the improvement of the conditions in
Java does not lie in the “outer islands,” but in
Jwva itsell, Transmigration studies should indeed
focus on the success of the programme in isola-
ted cases, but should not overlook a solution fo
overpopulation in Java itself. Rige therefore
siresses that, besides family planning, the ur-
ban-industrial sector seems (o be particularly
important, for there the preatest potential for la-
bour shsorption can be realised.

The reflections on urban theory in Indonesia
have resulted in a specification of migration in
differemt forms, Meranfow and transmigration
gspecially are essential contributions 1o the
theory of migration from the typical Indonesian
context. They exemplify the importance of cullure
in the process of migration and counterbalance
the stress generally laid on the role of economic
factors in migration,

MEGA-URBANISATION

In the 19605 and 1970z, the Greek architect
C.A. Doxiadis developed a model for the future
world city, which was called “ecumenopolis™
{Dexiadis, 1972). This city consisted of one large
grid-shigped urban tissue covering almost the
whaole world. Besides the virtually unpopulated
inner parts of the gnds, il lel untouched the
uninhabiiable areas of the world, which were oo
high or dry or for other reasons unsuited to
intensive human settlement. 1A Stewart {1969)
applied this model of the world city 1o Java, where
interlocked wrban areas were projected with a
strong axis along the northem coast of West and
Central Java and several grids made up by links
via Bandung and also via Yokyakaria to the
southern coast.

At that time, this urbanisation pattern was
elucidated by means of concepts opposing, for
example, the urban and the rural, or delineating a
continuum from village, via town, (o city. [t was
often described in terms of overwhelming and
almost insoluble problems, indicating high
population density, lack of infrastructure, traffic
congestion, poor living conditions and so on.
Four imporiant notions were designed in rescarch
on Indonesia to understand the social transfor-
mations ocourming in these increasingly interlock-
ing urban systems, namely “dual society,” “plu-
ral society,” “urban involution” and “urban sub-
sistence production”.

1 H. Boeke { 19440) pointed out the segmented
character of Javanese and other colonial sociel-
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ieg. These societies were considered to consist
of two parts, namely a capitalist, metropolitan,
mass production segment that penetrated a lower
stratum of Eastem coonomic activities made up
of traditional handicrafts and small-scale trade.
Boeke considered the colonial, Western part of
the dual society as exercising a fairly destructive
influence on the Easiern part, which was conse-
quently curtailed and became less differentiated.
This concepl of a dual society was challenged
b 1. 5. Furnivall s notion of plural society, which
alongside the indigenous and Western elements
also posmilates a Chinese segment. The plural
socicty is comprised of two or more social or-
ders, existing sideby side, without mingling into
one socio-political unat (Fumivall, 1939), The
concepls of dual and plural society have become
the pomnts of departure for two theoretical devel-
opments in urban sociology where the idea of a
formal and informal seciorbecaime embedded in
the notion of dual society and the concept of a
multi-racial society encompassed social relations
in modem states, acknowledging cultural differ-
ences while comprising political co-operation
(Ewers, 19800, As such, they have functioned as
important references for the understanding of
the processes of modemisation and urbanisation
in Indonesia and also other colonial and post-
colonial settings.

A third Javanese-based concept 15 “involu-
tion,” which refers to “an overdriving of an ¢s-
tablished form in such a way that if becomes
rigid through an inward over-claboration of
detail” (Geertz, 1963: 82). The hypothesis related
to this concept was that the colonial, capitalist
economy suppressed the bazaar cconomy by
imposing surplus extraction, so that no accumu-
lation was possible and any investment in the
bazaar coonomy was frustrated. ' Involution” was
used by W R, Armstrong and TG, MoGees (19%8)
o compare urban sitwations in different coun-
tries on their revolutionary potential, particularly
Indonesia and Cuba. In this comparison they
presumed that in Cuba, becanse of the far-reach-
ing penetration of the capitalist economy, no wur-
ban involution was possible. so that revolution
became inevitable, Indonesia and particularly
Javva, in contrast, offered involutionary opporiu-
nitics to the bazaar economy, which was later
labelled the urban informal scctor, and no revo-
lution evolved.

A fourth concept, derived largely from
research on Jakara was put forward by H-D.
Evers (1981). He pointed out that budget sindics
greatly underestimated the income inkind of poor
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people and argued that what he called “urban
subsistence production” contributed about
twenty percent 1o their total consumption
expenditures. This urban subsistence production
is, according 1o Evers, made up of agricultural
production on small plots, the construction and
mamilenance of houses, the collection of firewood
and water, food processing, houschold produ-
ction and other activities useful for private con-
sumption (Evers, 1981), With this concept, the
dichotomy of formal and informal sector, devel-
oped inthe 19705, was supplemented by a third
catcgory of activities generally neglected in the
urban context, Mowadays uwrban agriculture par-
ticularly has become a major field of atention
in the context of urban environmental research
{Aovagi ctal., 1998; Nagtegaal and Nas, 2000,

T.G. McGee and [M. Robinson (1995) discuss
the situation of the mega-urban regions of
Southeasi Asia. They present an intriguing
picture of the urbanisation patterns in the
ASEAN countrics which fits the basic idea
adduced by Doxiadis and offer a specification of
current developments. Southcast Asian urban
growth patierns are taking the shape of region-
based wrbanisation as opposed to citv-based
urbanisation. The major urban regions have three
components, namely the city corg, the metropo-
litan arca, and the cxiended metropolitan arca;
the latter constituting a patched area of mixed
agricultural and non-agricultural activities. These
urban regions follow divergent patiems of spa-
tial growth, namely the expanding state model as
in the growth triangle of Singapore, the extendod
metropolitan region as in the case of Kuala
Lumpur, and the high-density extended metro-
politan region as exemplificd by Jakarta,

These new forms of region-based urbanisa-
tion with highly varable pattemms of land-use
cannot be explained by means of raditional con-
cepts. They have to be understood within a
broader Asian and global conlext characterised
by the emergence of new forms of the interna-
tional drvision of labour, global and regional com-
petition, international networks, and develop-
ment corridors based on the spillover of devel-
opment incentives from one mega-urban region
into another.

We lully agree with McGee that the myths of
large size, unsustainability, parasitism, excessive
poverty, and poor quality of life do not produce
adequale and realistic perspectives on the mega-
urban developments in Java, Indonesia or South-
cast Asia, or probably even the world as a whole.
Indubitably the value of concepls originating
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from the region, including urban invohotion and
urban subsistence production, should be re-
evaluaied apainst this new context. A now
‘mindset’ for the analysis of the mega-urban re-
gions in Southeast Asia in general and in Indo-
nesia in particular is needed. Armstrong and
MecGee :rjgue that the old concepts fail when
confronted with the new urban reality of the
1990z, This new mindset also requires fresh
notions about urban planning,

One of the new notions originating from
research in Indonesia is the concept of desakora
region derived from the Indonesian words village
and town and referring to “regions of dense
population and mixed land uses”™ in which
“traditional agriculture is found side by side with
modern faciories, commercial activities, and
suburban development” (McGec and Robinson,
1995 ). These regions are pan of the new mega-
urbanised arcas such as the "high-density ex-
tended metropolitan region”™ of Jakarta and de-
serve further empirical and conceptual explora-
tion. Moreover, the cultural and even more par-
ticularly the symbolic dimension of thesc
mega-urbanised regions should be paid more
detailed attention. This is particularly peninent
in the framework of urban planning as part of a
new conceplualisation of these extensively
regionalised city arcas,

URBAN SYMBOLISM

During the last decade of the 19908 urban
symbolic ecology has become one of the main
foci in the study of the Indonesian city (Nas,
1593). In this approach various urban situations
are analysed from a material, cultural, and
structural point of view, through which urban
socinlogists cxplore symbolic meanings aftached
to urban public objects and manifestations in
maodern urban situations, such as religiouns
buildings, government buildings, statues, and
rituals.

Symbolic ecology is arclatively new approach
in the study of the city (both Western and non-
Western), which hias been elaborated in Jakara
and other Indonesian urban areas, and has led to
the formulation of an explicit theoretical frame-
waork, drawing upon the “polyvecality” of urban
symbals {Gray, 1998), particularly their openness
and ambiguity. The scarch pursued by anthrogp-
ologists, sociologists, and historians for the of-
ficial, unofficial. and hidden meanings of sym-
bols has produced revealing insights into urban
soctal structure and change.
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Urban symbolic analysis may pursue several
objectives. Firstly, it can be used o map and
elucidate social history. Configurations of
svmbols reflect the historically constinnted socio-
cultural state of the urban community and
function as its commaon memory (Mas, 1993). The

ity and variation of symbolic meanings
make these a revealing indicator of the historic

development of a city, and of the nation as well, -

Symbolic objects (e.g. statnes and buildings) can
be linked to cerain historical periods. New
meanings can be attached to existing objects in
the course of time. In architecture, newly created
forms can assume (more or less clear) specific
symbolic meanings (see e.g. Colombijn, 1994)

Secondly, urban symbolic analysis may
constitute a means by whichto delineate national,
regional, and Iumlypcmpecu'v:s on symbaolic
meanings. Since symbols are close to the com-
mon people, every individual or social group can
give them its own imerpretation. Yet, it is highly
possible that from a formal, ideological point of
view, a different meaning is attached to such a
public object. This ambiguity may result in devi-
ant outcomes from these intended by the gov-
emment., That such a discrepancy cxists, 18
shown by the cxample in Jakarta of the statue of
the so-called “7-Up man”, It concems a statue
also scen as the Hindu monkey god, Hanuman,
Its official name is Dirgantara, which means space
and refers to “the conquest of space by the
Sputmik™. [t is also called “Pancoran,” after the
area in which it is located. Its informal meanings
vary from Hindu-Javanese mythology, via an
advertisement for an internationally known soft
drink, to a symbol of progress (Mas, 1993).

A third theme inurban sociological studies is
connected to this. Precisely in the cultural role a
city assumes and is supposed to take are
indications found for the understanding of
balances of power. In the past decade several
studies have been devoted to looking forurban,
regional, and national interests expressed inlocal

s_'.'rrbulism{l':nlmrﬂ:rijjn,-:lm Ewers; Padang;
Pesters; Palembang, Mas; Jakarta and De ar,
cic., published in MNas, 1993, 1995), In 1967 T.G.
MeGee had already pointed out with reference
o Southeast Asian cities that it is on “the base
of the farmer colonial cities, now the independent
capitals, that the urban-based elites are atlemp-
ting to accomplish the difficult task of building a
sense of common nationality in their countries’
population” (McGee, 1967: 100). In Jakaria
‘Sukamo used urban symbolism as a means (o
reach this objective in a relatively shon period,
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ordering the execution of anumber of great works,
such as the national monument and the Istiglal
mosque, as well as anumber of colossal statues,
including Hanuman, which has just been
mentioned,

Case studies have proved to be a fruitful
method for the description of urban symbolism
in Indonesia and other countries. The image of
Jakarta as a metropolis, capital-city of an
independent nation with a colonial past and
booming cconomically in the carly 19905 has
been vividly described in such a way. 1t is a city
where the govermment of an extremely diversified
nation has its seat. Using symbolic ecology it is
possible to sketch a picture of this rapidly
growing and modemising city on the basis of
public objects and theirunderlying meanings (soe
Mas, 1993; Leclarc, 1993),

Spudies of this kind take a number of typical
public objects, such as strect-pattemns, strect-
names, statues, omaments, patron saints, stamps,
codes of conduct, customs, rituals, ceremonies,
and festivals as their point of departure and also
look at houses, religious buildings, and archite-
chural features which seem to be specific o a
special region. Myths about the founding of a
town are laken inlo account, 10o; in S0mMme Gases
it is possible to discover that a new meaning has
been given to an old myth, putting the city ina
new perspective. These studies show the fre-
quent expression of a mixture of tradition and
modemnity. Both cultural particularity and gen-
eral globalisation are simultancously present in
urban development. It is precisely in the globali-
sation process that the expression of the local
identity of a city is revealed,

From these stodies ithecomes clear that every
town is characterised by a more or less explicit
imagery and that this concept is also applicable
to the Indonesian towns, As has been mentioned
before, Indonesian cities are characierised by
focal urbanism. The kralon as the centre forms
the symbaolic and ritual focus around which the
urban seltlement has exiended. The areas of
these settlements as such are not delincated as
ritual and mythical spaces. Moreover, in founding
myths of Indonesian citics, such as the myth of
the East Javanese city of Banyuwangi, it turns
out that o create order and culture out of chaos
and nature, it was necessary (o make an offering,
1o sacrifice a human being, in order to establish a
relationship with the ancestors to ask for permis-
sion to establish a new community.

In msdem times fiocal urbanism is still presend,
notwithstanding the large population concen-
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trations and the new forms of mega-urbamsation
rooted in traditional settlements with their par-
ticular founding myths. The studies on wrban
symbolism are an attempt to unveil the basic
cosmological and social principles underlying
and determining the modern spatial order, to
prove the specific character of the Javancse and
Indonesian city. We consider the motifl of “to die
in order 1o live” fundamental to understanding
the meaning of the three most important Jakarta
monuments: the Mational Monument, the Croco-
dile Pit and the monument at Trisakti University.
The so-called Crocodile Pit Monument, located
at the place where seven officers were killed in
the Coupe d'Etat of 19635, portrays such a sacri-
fice, This also applies to the Mational Monument
where in a national historic museum in the base-
menl the sacrifices of the ancestors are shown
by representations of their dying in their strug-
gle against the enemy, The Trisakti Monument is
reminiscent to the students shot during the 1998
Reformasi Movement. Besides continuity, na-
tional unity, and frecdom, these monumenis stand
for a basic theme in Indonesian culture: ancestor
worship and the cult attached to this (see Nas,
1984, 1993),

Since Independence, when the character of
the mation was stressed by the national motio
Bhinneka Tunggal [ka (Unity in Diversity), be-
gides continuity, a change can be observed in
urban syimbalism in Indonzsian cities, [l can be
noticed that from the centre in Jakana the na-
tional unity of Indonesia is accentuated, while
the fundamental motif of founding myths and
symbols remains constant. In contrast, the re-
gional cities emphasise their cultural singula-
rities, thereby stressing diversity. Through the
analysis of symbols urban sociologists and an-
thropologists try to understand the pattern of
modernisation and social change. This is possi-
ble because “the symbolic universe of citics 1s
changing over time, both in terms of number,
volume, size and varety of symbals as well as in
the meaning attached 10 svmbols” (Evers, 1993
#0). There Lies the power of the symbaolic ecol-
ogy approach: both diachronic change as well
as synchronic comparability are encompassed,
and both the ordinary people as well as the pow-
erfinl are studied in the ways they inferact in cre-
ating urban imagery, even in mega-urban seitings.

CONCLUSION

This exploration of the specific and general
characteristics of the Indonesian city and the
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role of rescarch on these settlemenis in wrban
theory formation has led (o the presentation of
their unique historical development in the early,
colonial, and modern periods, Besides this, three
major branches in urban theory have been
discussed, namely migration, mega-urbanisation,
and urban symbolism, in order to evaluate some
of the main concepts used in these central figlds,

It appears that indeed underlying many a
siudy in the field of Indonesian cities, a search
for the specific character of these centres in
contrast to those in other cultural contexis can
be discermed. The contrast between local and
focal urbanism is crucial in the discussions. In
Indonesian culture, as part of the Malaysian field
ufanlhmpnlnﬁical study; the founding of a centre
is cxperienced as an act of creation. The centre,
as the focus of the realm, 15 marked by a real or
svmbolic sacrifice establishing the cssential
relationstup with the ancestors, This fundamenial
matif is still present in modemn Indonesian citics,
such as the Jakarta multi-million metropolitan area.
Research on urban symbolism and rteal in the
urban setting is basically still directed towards
the old ideal of exploring Indonesian identity,
aiberi in a modern conlexl. Neveriheless, in this
same context of mega-urban areas the interest in
new socig-cultural configurations is also
emerging as predominant. So, urban research in
Indonesia can be characterised as a Janus-head,
being founded on and driven by two basic
images, namely of the unique and the general
character of the Indonesian town.

Instcad of a distinction between two types of
concepls as proposed in the introduction of this
article, three types of concepls appear o be
dominant in the body of literature searched.
Firstly, there are those notions that refer to a
specitic Indonesian phenomenon or forms of
policy. such as transmigration, Kampung
improvement, and meranfan. Secondly, we find
concepls like dual society, plural society, urban
involution, urban subsisience production, and
wrban symbolic ecology, which have been
developed in the Indonesian context bul are
applicable in other regions of the world offering
opportunitics for comparison. Thirdly, we may
distinguish a calegory of concepts, such as
circular migration and mega-urbanisation, which
cover a greal variety of phenomena all over the
world and do not have any specific Indonesian
meaning, they are completely comparative n
nature. Az far as we can sce at this moment, the
third category of concepts is widely used in
Indonesian rescarch; in the sccond calegory
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some concepls have and some have not been
transmitted 1o general urbanisation literature; and
the first category has become generally accepted
to cover specific Indonesian phenomena.

This exploration of the literature on the Indo-
nesian city has not only resulted in an overview
of some accomplishmenis in theory formation,?
bul also led to the general feeling of an urge for
the creation of a new mindset by which to under-
stand modern mega-urban developments and the
related planmi lems. Old con -
ablymphngﬁﬁﬂmaﬁﬁ:s. Th:ﬁmn%
question of how the city is culturally conceptu-
alised, however, will cenainly continue to attract
the attention of scholars. Besides the general, it
is the unique, the ific that will lure them into
the ﬂcluﬂloqf mgam culfural studies.

NOTES
Zpeckmann, Leiden: Research School CHWS

1. M. Scholie Mordhalt (1995: 193) wniles that the con-
copl of desakorasas’ was eoined by Timothy Farman.
The concepis of koraderesasi and desakofa regions,
hwever, were used garlier by Meles (1989, 19%1),

1. For & more general assessment of theary formaticn
in research on Southeast Asia compare V.T. Kmng
who wriles: ‘that in seciology at least local studies
have noi, in general, provi miuch in the way of
thearetical developments of regional scope’ (King,
1904; 198
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