© Kamla-Raj 1997
PRINT: ISSN 0971-8923 ONLINE: 2456-6756

. Soc. Sei P i) : JNR320 (1997
DOI: 10.31901/24566756.1997/01.04.07

' Changing Cultural Pattern and Demographic Scenario
of the Mina and Bhil tribes of Rajasthan, India’

Kalyan B, Saha, Madhomits Das and Ashutosh Ojha

International [nstiiuee for Population Sciences (ITPS) Deonar, Mumbai - 400 088, India.
Fax: 0091-22-5583257, e-mail: fps.nfhr@arcess. melin

KEY WORDS Sansknbisabon. Culiurad Paltem. El.[.'ll:ll'ltrl-
tial Growth Bave. Ginl Concentration Ra-
tier. Literacy Robe, Work Parscipabon Rale.

ABSTRACT In the present paper an Mlempd nas been made
1o study the changing life simacture in the light of certain
cultural and demographic charnctenstics of Mina and Bhils
ol Kajasthan numerically constitutes the dominand tribal
group among the scheduled iribe in the state,

Inihe absence of 1991 Censws information on tribe wise
breakdown, 1he present study has been delimited o 1961,
1971 and 1981 Censgs refems and the availlable hieralunss
on these twio tribes. Binns and Bhils are no moe isolated s
the idenl definition of tribe stands and found 10 be acculiur-
ated with the Hindwiced cullural pattierns, norms amd val-
ues, Majority of them claim themselves 1o be Hindus as
available from the Census retams. During the two decaldes
fram 1% 1-81 there is a slight increase in the annual growih
rate among 1he Minas with aniform comcenirsiion in the
place of their residence. While for the same period 3 re-
marknble drop i the growth is notloed for the Bhils with
their concentrabion INCreasing in S0Me regons

INTRODUCTION

Rajasthan, one of the picluresque states of
India, is widely known for its lakes, places.
deserts and the princely heritage and valour of
the men. Iis wide range of climaie and iopogra-
phy makes it a challenging area to live in, Within
the layout of the tourist fascination for the cul-
ture and beauty of Rajasthan lies the vulnerabie
tribal groups who withstand the shock of life's
struggle in a voiceless way. According to the
1991 census, B.08 per cent of the tribal popula-
tion of India live in Rajasthan forming 12.44 per
cent of the total population of the state residing
mosily in rural areas. The dominant scheduled
tribes in Rajasthan are Minas and Bhils together
comprising of 93.9 per cent of the state's tribal

YAn earlier version of this paper was presented in the
Mational Seminar or Population and Develupment in
Rajarthan, held during Dec, %11, 19%61 at Joipar
(Rapasthany, organized jointly by PSS, Mombai and Sioge
Institute of Health and Famaly Welfare, Jaipuar,

population {Census of India, 1981). The tribes
of Rajasthan as elsewhere in the country are pass-
ing through a process of socio-culieral and de-
mographic transformation. Minas and Bhils of
Rajasthan are no longer isolated. Cultural con-
tact with the non-tribals over the years have be-
come more deeper and intimate. The traditional
bound Mina and Bhil societies which before the
independence of India were almost a closed sys-
lems have now been exposed to various forces
released by the Community Development Pro-
grammes, urhanization, education, technological
advancement, etc. (Doshe, 1971). Due 1o break
of cerlain degree of isolation the tribal social
mitrix is now being constantly influenced by the
Hindu caste ingredients through the process of
Sanskritisation {¥Vyas and Mann, 1980). Because
of these forces and processes, their socio-cultural
milieu has been disrupted 1w a large extent. The
present siudy is an attempt 0 know the Minas
and Bhils' changing life system with special in-
sight into the demographic characieristics based
on census information and existing literalure on
the said tribes, Keeping in view the above dis-
cussion and the availability of the data on the
satid community the following points in the realm
of changing population dynamics have been cov-
ered:

(1) Aninsight into the cullural pattern

() Population growth rale

(ni} Concentration of population

(iv)  Sex differential

iv) Literacy level

(vi) Occupational patiern

METHODOLOGY

[Data for the present paper were collected from
Special Tables on SC and 5T for 1961, 1971,
1981 a Census returns for 10 districts in the arid-
region (viz. Alwar, Sawai Madhopur, Jaipur,
Bhilwara, Udaipur, Chittaurgarh, Dungarpur,


user
Text Box
PRINT: ISSN 0971-8923 ONLINE: 2456-6756

user
Text Box
DOI: 10.31901/24566756.1997/01.04.07


314 CHANGING CULTURAL PATTERN AND DEMOGRAPHIC SCENARID OF THE TRIBES OF RAJASTHAN

Banswara, Bundi., Koia), Further, some addi-
tonal mformation on the cultural aspects was
collected from the existing literature on the tnbes
under study. In order 1o see the change in the
characieristics simple percentages, crude literacy
rates, sex-ratio, crude work participation rale
were computed. Annual exponential growth rate
has been worked owt o undersiand the growth
pattern of the targel populations. Further, to un-
derstand the concentration of the Mina and Bhil
population the Gini concentration ratio has been
computed. The index measures the distribution
of one variable relative w another. In the case of
population and area‘region the index measures
how uniformly the population is distributed in
relation to the land sreafregion. The index var-
ies from zero which s attained when population
are evenly distributed 1o almost one which is at-
tained when the population is concentrated in one
unit.

CULTURAL PATTERN

In most of the cultural traits and patterns, the
Minas resemble the Bhils but the former profess
superiorily in social status because they claim
their descent from the Rajputs. About the rela-
tionships of the Minas with the Bhils, controver-
sial views are held. Some claiming a common
ancestry while others expressing no link with
each other (Mann, 1980 c.f. Vyas and Mann,
19800, It may, however, be pointed out that as
regard some somatological features like com-
plexion, hair colour, nasal form, etc. Minas do
resemhble the Bhils.

Increased cultural contacts led many Minas
and Bhils to adopt the traits of the Hindu culture
which helped to raise their social status, Bhils
and Minas were ex-criminal ribe. The contact
with Rajputs compelled them to adopt the set-
tled life, practice peaceful economic callings and
leave their predatory and criminal activities. The
Minas and Bhils who had been so far living in
the wild forests stretches have now settled in
plains in compact habitations. The patern of
dress has also undergone change, the semi-
naked condition 15, now, no more visible. The
traditional animism has tended to assimilate it-
self to Hindwism. The 1981 census records that
over 99 per cent of the Bhils and Minas are fol-

lowers of Hinduism and the remaining as Mus-
lim, Christians, Jains, Sikhs and a few of those
who have not stated their religion.

The ancient Bhils poly gamous family has been
replaced by monogamous siructure, The inci-
dence of polygynous unions has sharply declined
on account of the formidable proponion of the
bride price (Dapa). Unlike Bhils, incidence of
bide price is not common among Minas (Doshi
and Yyas, 1992}, Pre-pubeny marriage followed
by Gaona existed in the past among the Bhils
(Singh, 1994} and Minas (Rizvi, 1987) but most
marmages are now held after the children have
attained adulthood (Singh, 1994}, According 1o
Dashi (1971), most Bhil boys get married at the
age of 20 years and that no Bhil girl is a maiden
after 16, The usual age of marriage among
Mina boys is about 18 1o 20 years whereas the
same for girls is 15 to 16 years (Doshi and Vyas,
1992).

FOPULATION GROWTH RATE

The rugged topographic condition and the
diversified population distribution is an unigue
characteristics prevailing in the state of Rajasthan
where the population is mostly concentrated in
the northern and north-western part of the suate
which also possesses the higher concentration of
tribal population.

The annual exponential growth rate for gen-
eral population of Rajasthan increased from 2.5
per cent in 1961-71 to 2.8 per cent in 1971-81
{Table 1) The increase in growth rae 15 found
in most of the selected districts of Rajasthan, The
districts of Chittaurgarh, Dungarpur, Banswara,
Bundi and Kota, on the contrary, show a decreas-
ing rate from 1961-T1 1o 1971-81. Taking
Rajasthan as a whole, the growth rate of all tribal
population is higher than that of general popula-
tiom. The district of Udaipur, Chittaurgarh,
Dungarpur, Banswara and Bundi are showing
decreasing growth rate which are located in the
southermn part of the state mainly along the bor-
dering districts of Gujaral. This may be due w
the inter district migration within the state as wel|
as the out migration to the neighbouring states.
The rate of change is more among the males than
the females. In Jaipur, Alwar and Kow districts
the population growth rate has increased.
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Table 17 Annual Exponential Growth Rates in percentage for General and Tribal Population of Rajasthan in the

Selecied DNstricts

Siweinrct  Perand General Papnilarfai B L Bty B Mg
T M F T M F T M F T M F
Hapsahan 1961-T1 13 24 15 10 LT} 10 468 45 47 28 1 1%
1971-81 1% 28 KL 18 1B 10 2.8 24 26 k! 10 X
Alwar 1961-T1 14 25 24 13 14 11 q] 0.6 an 24 1 3
147181 14 24 24 Ih Ih Ih 7.1 43 L1 26 15 1h
Cawai |17 i ] 24 23 5 Ih 25 B5 0 1z 25 7 24
Madhopur 15T1-RI X8 2.5 1.5 25 A 28 -14 -18 i} 28 17 2R
Jaipis 196171 17 2.7 L. L | 24 23 4.0 LK) o2 24 i ] 24
19T1-RI 52 12 12 32 il 52 B4 41 o N LE ] kR
Hhulwara 1%41-71 20 10 0 24 20 24k 2.2 21 13 1.7 1.K 1.6
1971-81 2.2 n 3 2.1 1.9 2.1 1.3 13 1.7 19 27 il
1L iy 1961-71 2.1 i 1 32 il ke iz k) 12 a7 ik 44
197-81 a7 & 15 9 2.8 b 12 Il LA is iw iw
Chimaurgarh  1961-71 19 9 IR 16 16 5 410 il L] 3 id 13
14971-81 27 x5 IE 1.9 1B n 17 14 1.7 19 1.8 n
Dungsrpar 196171 26 2§ 28 11 3 33 30 28 30 39 36 4]
14971-81 25 24 27 7 24 9 LN LY i3 13 1.7 21
Hanswamn 14961-T1 k. A2 32 47 47 45 T 16 7 94 B0 [[LF
1971-81 £ LY il in ig 1l 4 1 LE1) -la -1 <24
Rundi 1961-71 18 4 18 7 7 16 B3 7 9.0 23 18 b |
14971-81 7 17 27 Y | ¥ n 0.3 1.7 -0 4.1 14 44
Kota 1961-T1 10 il 20 19 19 19 59 59 55 24 15 Pl
1471-81 | il il 13 13 13 2.5 24 2.5 i4 1% 15

J

For working formula refer wo appendix

Growth rate of Bhil population, in general,
decreased during 1971-B1 in comparison to
1961-71, In Sawai Madhopur, Banswara and
Bundi the decling in the growth rate is quite sig-
nificant, Jaipur is an exception in this case, where
the growth rate of Bhils increased from 4 per
cent 1o 6.9 per cenl. It is interesting 1o note that
in Jaipur the growth of males in the Bhil popula-
fion decreases from 6.3 per cent in 1961-71 1o
4.3 per cent in [971-81, whereas females in-
creases remarkable from 002 percent in 1961-71
o 110 per cent in 1971-81. The wremendous
change in the population combination over the
census period among the Bhils may be atributed
1o different reasons:

i1 Bhil population is subjecied (o defimtional
problem over the period of time.
{ii)  The economic deprivation of Bhils force

them to migrate for better wages to other
stales.
{iii) An increasing rate of female participation
in work force lead to the movement of this com-
munity which, in turn, increases the population
in mainly those districts where large cities are
located, i.e. Jaipur district.

Among the Minas, the rate of increase from
1961-71 and from 1971-81 are more or less static,
The districts of Chittaurgarh, Dungarpur and
Banswara which show declining Bhil population
also experiences a decline in the growth rate of
Mina population over the period. The probable
reason for such a decline in the Bhil-Mina popu-
lation in these districts may be accounted for
group out migration from these districts to com-
paratively developed disiricts of the Rajasthan or
tonthe neighhouring states,

CONCENTRATION OF POPULATION

The computed Ging concentration ratio in ta-
ble 2 suggests that concentration of Bhil popula-
tion is more on certain districts and its concen-
tration is increasing though slowly but surcly in
the districts which are already having higher
number of 15 members whereas Minas on the
other hand were spreading towards evenness in
the districts under study.

SEX RATIO

Sex ratio measurcs the balance between males
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Tahle 2: Resulis of Gini Concentration Index

Tribe — Years

1967 1971 1957
Mima (.38 035 (38
il LY [.63 (64

Note: Rampge vares from 0 wa |
For working formula refer io appendix,
and females in human population, Large imbal-
ances in this respect, differentially affect the
socio-economic and community life of any popu-
lation, Sex ratio in Rajasthan is showing improve-
ment over the period 1961 1w 1981 (Table 3).
District wise analysis of sex ratio shows a
declining trend in the district of Alwar, Sawai
Madhopur, Bundi and Kota among the general
population as well as tribal population of
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be attribuled owing to the improvement in the
socio-cconomic staius of the women in the rural
areas in these regions,

LITERACY LEVEL

The spread of literacy is undoubtedly one of
the most imporant parameters of social and cul-
twral development among the tribal societies. The
socio-culwral changes among the iribal groups
can be understood in the light of the  levels of
literacy and education. The lower the level of
literacy of the tribal group, the lesser is the inter-
action with the non-tribal groups and lower is
}Sl':n socio-cultural development (Ahmed, 1982:

7).
In Rajasthan, during ten years period from

Table 3: Sex RTatia of General and Tribal Poapolation of Rajasthan in the Selecied Stales of Hajasthun

SunledDsnrere Germeral Papulivtizg ANl Tribes Bhils _ Minas

st JRTE TORE Iead 1970 19RT T94) 1971 1981 1960 197! 1957
Rajasthon i Wl 91 Wb BA0 548 942 G52 G981 903 El] 412
Alwar B BET &5 803 475 881 533 472 912 G4 874 S8
Sowai Madhopur B0 Bb4 B6T 478 B4 BOG Tl6 GR2 LY R7I 857 LR
Jaipur e B0 Eh4 HR3 79 HEE 14 456 S} LR B78 HHE
Rhilwara il G0 942 A8k ARG 821 D6 0l4 Gl RS54 1346 #57
Lidaipur 439 98T 977 Wl W9 90D GG G GHD 953 1005 L1 1k
Chirtaurgarh 43S 430 951 042 G3E 851 943 G218 B3 B4 43 W
Dumgarpur a1l 1015 1045 e W9 1D 997 10431 1043 %38 100G 1048
Bamswary 47l YTE  9Ed o2 979 M 962 L LV (1 S 1 I8 973
Hiands #a7 HES RET AU 21 B2 1026 116G 07 472 D TR
Kota aa7 B84 EEE EUH BY3 BUE EYH L1 904 AL 853 BTh

More: Sex Ratio is the number of females per 1000 males

Rajasthan. Bhilwara, Udaipur, Dungarpur and
Banswara show a substantial increase in the sex
ratio in all the censuses 1961, 1971 and 1981, In
most of the districts sex ratio declined from 1961
o 1971 but in 1981 it stared increasing again.
Taking Rajasthan as a whole, sex ratio is
higher among the Bhils in comparison (o Minas
over different census periods. Looking into the
data of 1971 and 1981, a sudden increase in the
sex ratio for Bhils has been noticed in the dis-
tricts of Alwar, Jaipur and Dungarpur, whereas a
sharp decline has been noticed in the districts
Sawai Madhopur and Bundi. Districts of
Dungarpur and Bundi show a sharp increase in
the sex ratio for Minas whereas Banswara shows
a significant decline while comparing 1971 and
1981 data. However, for most of the districis
under study, for bath the communities the sex
ratio is improving in favour of females. This may

1971-81, the literacy condiiion seems to be im-
proving as revealed from table 4,

‘Tabbe 4: Literacy Level among the Tribes of Rajasthan

Tribe  Period Hiiterares (%) Literates (5ol
T M F T M ¥
All Tnbes 19701 935 HRO 95 &5 120 05
19801 897 BL1 SRE 103 189 1.2
Bhil 19701 953 91 #W6 47 BE D4
1981 934 877 #2 66 123 08
blinz 1971 91,7 B47 %4 81 153 06
1981 8601 747 985 3% 253 1S
Others 1971 50 912 %3 49 B8 07
1981 931 &7.8 987 69 IZ_E_ 1.3

Niete: "Dthers” consists of Bhil Mina, Damor, Damsaria,
Dhanka. Tadvi, Tetarin, Yalvi, Gorasia, Kathadi,
Katkan, Dhar Kathodi, Kokna, Kokni, Kukna, Koli
Dhar, Tokre Koli, Kolcha, Malkda Mayaka, Paelia,
Seharia, Sehria, Saharya,

For working formula refer o appendis,
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It 15 found that literacy level was in favour of
males for both the inbal communities, Le. Bhils
and Minas, as well as all tnbes of Rajasthan in
seneral. The literacy condition of the Minas (13.9
per cent in 198 1) is betier compared 1o Bhils (6.6
percent in 1981 ) and other tribal population (6.9
percent in 1981 of the state. Even the sex-wise
differentiation in the literacy condition is found
10 b hetter among the Minas.

[nlike males, among the Minas, there exist
very less differences in the lieracy condition
among the females in all the ribal communities
in the state. It is found that during census period
1971-81, literacy condition has sharply improved
among the males of Minas, i.e. 15.3 per cent in
1971 1o 25.3 per cent in 1981, However, very
less improvement has been taken place among
the females in all the groups,

Over and above the literacy condition is in
poor health among the tribal population of
Rajasthan, Around 30 per cent to 90 per cent of
all the tribai communities is found to be illiter-
ate. I is not that government is not spending ad-
cquately 1o uplift the tribal education level, but
proper channelisation of the programmes were
nod made. The low level of literacy among the
tribals specially among the females may be at-
tributed 1o the following reasons:

(i) Lack of exposure amaong the villagers,

(i) Lack of educational infrastruciure at acces-
sible distance. Even, if the school buildings
are available, many of them are not func-
tioning due to lack of fund and teachers.
Moreover, most of the school are for boys
ofly.

(1ii) Poverty force them to enier into the eco-
nomic pursuit immediately rather than study-
ing at school. They are not bothering about
the quality of life, but concern about arrang-
ing square meal a day and survivality.

(iv) Faulty educational curriculum. ‘Whatever
teaching are imparted to the tribals they are
not finding its immediate relevance to the
girl students in the village areas. Thus, girl
students are reluctant o study under such
conditions.

OCCUPATIONAL PATTERN

The Mina economy is predominantly based

on agriculiure. There is a prevalence of share
cropping among them. In the recent past, agri-
cultural mechanization has been taken up by
them. Maost of the Minas have their own agricul-
tural land. On the contrary, most of the Bhils,
being landless, work as wage labourers, Minas
are cconomically better off than Bhils {Singh,
1994; Doshi and Wyas, 1992), Because ol the
emphasis given on the education, both liberal and
professional, Minas are relatively getting more
varicty of jobs in government and other seclors,

The estimated crude work participation rateh
shiows interesting results as revealed from able 5.

Table 5: Crude Work Parlicipation Hate among Tribes

of Hajasihan
Trilee FPeriod Toaraal Male Fewile
All Tnbes 1971 2.7 54.3 9.5
19H1 d44.0 536 1E
Bhil 1971 ile 518 U]
1981 457 4.6 6,7
Pina 1571 1.5 551 0.7
1981 427 518 RIR
Oihers 1571 .2 521 {[IN]
1581 414 518 0.4

e

Mote: “Oahers” consisis of Bhil Mina, Damor, Damaria,
Dihanka, Tadva, Teiaria, Valvi, Garasia, Kathodi,
Katkan, Dhar Kasbodi, Kokna, Kokni, Kukna, Koli
Ihesr, Tokre Koli, Kolcha, Maikda, Mayaka, Paelia,
Schana, Schria, Sahanya,

For working formula refer w appendix

It is found that during the period of two cen-
suses 1971 and 1981 crude work participation
raie increased for Bhils, Minas and of other tribal
communities of Rajasthan . This increase inthe
work participation rate was mainly due to sharp
increase in the female work participation rate and
the increase was more than three iimes during
1981 in comparison o 1971 census. One of the
possible causes of this increase in the female
work panicipation rate was the withdrawal of
some traditional beliefs by these communities.
Among the Minas, the crude work pariicipation
rate fior male decreased from 55.1 percent {1971
10 52,8 per cent { 198 1), However, slight improve-
ment in the work participation rate is noticed
among the males in Bhils and other tribal com-
munities. Further, it is also noticed that work
participation was higher among the Minas dur-
ing 1971 compared 1o tribal groups placed in the
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"mtthers” category in table 5. However, the situa-
tion takes a different turn during 1981 when the
work participation rate inclined in favouwr of
Bhils.

From table &, it is observed that from the cen-
sus period [971 1o 1981, the proportion of work-
ers engaged in primary sector among Bhils, Mi-
nas a5 well as tribal groups placed in the "oth-
ers” category decreases substantially, whereas,
there was an increase in secondary and ertiary
sector,

The increase in tertiary sector was remark-
able. Mention may be made of Bhils and other
iribal communities which increased from 3.4 per

nated these sectors. On the contrary, female work-
ers oul-numbered the male workers in large
number in the teriiary sector. The large propor-
tion of female participation in tertiary sector in
1981 may be attributed 1o
(a} more involvement of females in the con-
struction activity due 10 economic pressure,
(b} a substantial number of women were ¢n-
gaged in the tertiary sector on fourth class
post in different public and private offices,
{c) alarge proportion of them were also engaged
as maid-servants mainly in the urban areas.
The iribals, by radition, are cultivators but
the mribal agriculture is still in a backward stage.

Table 6: Waork Parilcipaiion Raie among the Tribes of Hajasihan

Triboe Period Primary Workers Secordary Workers Tertiery Wikers
T M F T M F r M F
Al Tribes 1971 053 454 9549 1l (R 1.3 14 15 18
1981 424 . T 95.4 21 1 1.3 54 A i3
EBhil 1971 @51 4is 937 1.3 1.2 21 14 i3 4.2
1981 870 453 42 16 LN I8 10.4 1.4 a1
Mina 1971 LA LA ] 9.9 09 09 (X iz is 1.5
1981 7 | 043 BE.I 1.5 2.0 xS .4 LIy 1.3
[Mhers 1971 4.0 Bis 965 i 1.1 04 58 63 17
1981 g33 W0 .2 13 15 in 134 (] 158

Sore "Oibers” consisis of Bhil Mina, Domor, Domana, Dhanka, Tadvi, Tetano, Valvi, Garosia, Kaibodio Koikari, Dhar
Kathodi, Kokna, Kokni, Kukna, Kali Dhor, Tokre Koli, Kolcha, Moikdo. Nayaka, Patelia, Seharia, Sehria, Sahanya.

For working formula refer i appendis,
cent (1971 1o 10.4 per cent (1981) and 5.8 per
ceni (19713 10 13.4 percent { 198 1) respectively.
During 1971 the proportion of males and fe-
males in the primary and secondary sector was
almost equal. It was found that during 1981
census, there was a decrease in the female work

participation rate in both the primary and the
seeondary sectors and thus male workers domi-

This is also true in the case of the ribes of
Fajasthan. As evident from table 7, most of the
Minas and Bhils were engaged in primary seclor
either as cultivators or as agricultural labourers.

Further, the table suggests that most of them
were engaged in the agrarian economy. During
the two censuses, il is observed that over 80 per
cent of the primary workers of ribal population

Table 7: Occupational Classification of Tribes in Frimary Sector-1971 and 1981

Tribee Pertad Crlrivators Agricultwral Lafwoarer Crher Winrkers
(rer {OND pritrery workers) iper 100 primary workers)  (per OO prisicary wovkeress
T M F r M F T M F
Al Tribes 1971 B5S 89.0 639 120 £8 34 2.5 i1 4.6
1981 B4 B 893 I 2.7 B2 158 2.6 16 16
EBhil 1971 821 8.6 a0 156 1.5 4.3 .3 1.9 46
1981 852 L 2.2 izl 1.0 4.6 1.6 14 12
Mina 1971 B9 6 %20 T4.6 T4 57 L0 2.6 21 44
1981 w0 AR #3.1 6.7 7.7 4.6 13 21 13
Dihers 1971 753 806 46.0 8 17.0 48.0 2. 14 &0
1481 .0 T8l g1.9 14.6 16.9 8.2 54 LR BY

Soge: “Omhers” consists of Bhil Mina, Damor, Darana, Dhanka, Tadvi, Telana, Valvi, Garasn, Kathods, Baikan, Dhar
Kathodi. Kokna, Kokni. Kekna, Koli Dhar, Tokre Koli. Kelcha, Maikda, Mayaka, Paelia, Seharia, Sehria. Sahariya,
“Chber Wodkers” include Livestock, Foresiry, Fishing, etc
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in Rajasthan were engaged in cultivating their
own land. Little more than 12 per cent were en-
paged as agricultural labowrers. This table fur-
ther reveals that Minas were better off compared
to Bhils and the other tribal groups in terms of
possession of their own land. Again, in the
primary sector, for all tribal groups including
Bhils and Minas. females mostly engaged in the
cultivation of their own agriculiural land, whereas
men served as landless agriculivral labourers.

CONCLUSION

The foregoing analysis points 1o the fact that
the Minas and Bhils are no more isolated, but
acculturated with the sanskritic norms and val-
ues of Hinduism, By and large, the variation in
the growth rate among Minas and Bhils shows a
significant change, where most of the southern
districts of Rajasthan are showing a declining
growth rate, whereas in the north-western dis-
ircis an increasing trend is visible for both the
tribal communities of Rajasthan, As per concen-
tration of Minas are concerned, they are mors
or less evenly distributed whereas Bhils are
growing on certain regions of the state. Sex ratio
is found to be higher among Bhils compared o
Minas over the census periods under study. On
the whole, sex ratio seems 1o be improving in
favour of females.

In response 1o the different literacy missions,
the educational levels is in a dilapidated condi-
tion among them which prevents the develop-
mental spurt in their stagnant socio- economic
and demographic conditions. For both the com-
munities, work participation rate inflates sharply
during the decennial period 1971-81, This can
be accounted for the sharp rise in the work par-
ticipation among females. However, most of them
are confined to the primary sector as their only
means of subsistence. The work participation is
slightly more among the Bhils than Minas ow-
ing 1o the fact that Minas are economically bet-
ter off than the former in terms of possession of
own agriculiural land.

Inspite of the ongoing Tribal Welfare Pro-
grammes their socio-cconomic and demographic
life is far below the desired level, The need of
the hour is that the said tribals should not be
treated as a homogeneous group for planning
purpose and differential approaches and treal-

ment need o be adopted based on their socio-
cconomic and geographical silwation. Special
thrust should be given to uplifi their educational
condition with special emphasis on females.
We understand that the swdy is narrow in the
sense that it is unable w capture the changes in a
holistic purview in tune with the recent develop-
ments in their social life due w the limitations of
the data. However, it provides a baseline for the
future course of experimentation in this dince-
tion and demands micro-level first hand data io

“undersiand the underlying mechanism, may be

small but crucial for any social change to oceur.
NOTES

a. As reported inothe Census of India 1981, Special Ta-
bles Tor SC/ST, series-4, part DX {iv), pg. X1 that the
present daea for SC/ST have been gencrsed on cent
per cenl basis, there may be some margamal dilferences
im the 1ocals which are mainly due vo differcm methods
ndopled in tabulation and rounding off. 50 the sub clas-
sifications for different charncienstics in | 981 does moo
addd wpee o Lotal.

b, The definitional chamge in the concept of warker in
dillerent censuses makes it difficull for companson of
the work paricipation rates, The commissioner of ihe
1971 census writes that the concept of warkers ein-
ployed in the 1961 census tended 10 inflate the number
of workers even thoagh their panicipation wad mar-
ginal. In 1981 census, the entire population is divided
o masn workers, manginal workers, non workers and
joh seekers, Crude work pamicipation rate {CWPR ) has
been estimated by dividing uotal workers by voal popu-
lation multiphed by 10 However, for 1981 oensus
marginal workers are alse incleded with the main work-
ers in the numensor

APPENDIX
Esponential growih Fate:
F = Fen

where, P, is 1he current population, P, is the preceding popu-
latken, 7 is the rate of growth and ihe time interval between
the two populations.

Grini Concemration Index:

G = E XtV E K+l
i=] i=

e, xl and TI are the respective cumulalive propofion
af the target population and distrcis and 6 s the number of
districts under study.
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Sev Ratic

Mumber of Female
_ Mumber of Females 1000
Mumber of Males

Criede Literacy Rore

Tovial Humber of Literate
_ sl Number of Litermes |

Total Popalation
Crivde Work Participation Rurte
Mumber of Workers [(Sex Wise)

= x 1D
Tadial Population {of Similar Sex)

Wierk Parficipation Rule

_ Mumber of 'Workers (of Particular Sector) % 100

Total Workers
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