Kamla-Kaj 1997
PRINT: ISSN 0971-8923 ONLINE: 2456-6756

J. Soc. Sci, 14y : 321-322 (1997}
DOI: 10.31901/24566756.1997/01.04.08

BOOK REVIEW

M.K. Bhasin and Weena Bhasin 1997, Human
Ecological Stugies : Schedules and Programme,
Delhi: Kamla-Raj Enterprises. ppiii+179, Rs, 550-
US § o~

The book under review is a Special Issue of
the “Journal of Human Ecology”, an interna-
tional, interdisciplinary journal of man-environ-
ment relationship. There is a dearth of literature
on schedule preparation and data analysis Tor
empirical research on human ecological studies.
Most of the existing literature on the aforesaid
areas are fragmentary by nature and thereby fail
to provide the researchers with a proper under-
standing of various aspecis of human ecology.
The book by Bhasin and Bhasin is an humble
attempt to bridge wp this gap. Hence it under
review is an welcome addition w methodology
on human ecological research,

The Freface of the book deals with some ba-
sic concepls of environmental studies such as,
ecology, natural resources, pollution, urban en-
vironment, disruption of ecological systems, eco-
logical accounting, solutions, population con-
trol, etc. It then suggests ideal rescarch design
with respect to human settlements, biological en-
vironment and social environment, A short pro-
file is also presented on the study design Tor
data collection and methodology. The preface
at the end includes some recent references relat-
ing to humnan ecological studies.

The volume contains a number of exhaustive
schedules 10 document the various aspects of
human ecology. The procedure of coding and
data analysis has also been dealt by the authors.
The exhaustive glossary of the volume makes it
more comprehensive and scientific.

The section containing the model schedules
deals with schedule for general information,
schedule for village, schedule for houschold,
schedule for biological variables and schedule
for genetic vanables. The schedules for general
information give an exlensive coverage of the
varipus sectors at the Block MehsilfSub-Tehsil
level, The schedules pertaining to village cover
the aggregate village profile in terms of these
sectors, In case of household schedules apart
from participation in various sectors of the

econoimy there is also a coverage of social prac-
tices and position of women and children, mar-
riage practices, fertility behaviour, monality pat-
terns, health and nutntional status, migration eic,
The schedule for biological variables seeks o
collect physiological information, anthropometric
measurements and haematological vaniables,
The schedule for genetic variables seeks to col-
lect information on serological biochemical ge-
netics and other character such as cytogenetic
behaviowr and colour blindness. Though the
schedules are primanly of structured nature and
wilh an orientation to gather quantitative infor-
mation, yet sometime these include a few open
ended questions. The gquestions are followed
by extensive noles on various termsfitems re-
ferred 1o in the schedules. As the schedules are
increasingly used for the collection of variety of
data in human ecological investigation and in
other social science investigations, researchers
engaged in empirical studies will find these model
schedules as very imporiant document at the
formulative stage of their research. The follow-
ing section deals with the procedure of coding
and data analysis. It gives an extensive list of
variables used in the database and their value
codes and scores. An illustration of tabulation
procedure would have been very useful at this
slage,

The scction dealing with statistical methods
gives a summary of the various conventional
tools of statistical analysis and some illustrations
giving methods of computation. However, here
the techniques of multivariate analysis such as
"PCA”, "Factor Analysis”, “Discriminant Analy-
sis” and "Cluster Analysis” would have been
more useflul o the researchers.

The next section dealing with measures of
demographic transition is very relevant for sci-
entific research. The various demographic meas-
ures defined in this section are related 1o sex
composition, age composilion, eConemic activ-
ity, educational characteristics, population dis-
tribution, growth of population, mortality, fertil-
ity, nuptiality, migration, methods of population
estimation and projection and above all the de-
mographic models. These measures acquire rel-
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cvance as these variahles are covered under the
household schedules. At the end, the glossary
section is well documented and clarifies the vari-
ous concepts in a lucid way,

Bhasin and Bhasin no doubt offer a new ap-
proach and out leok o the human ecological stud-
ies. The style of presentation of the material in
the hook compels the reader to visualize himself
in the midst of research methodology. On the
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whole the book will be of grean use 1o those
researchres involved in the ficlds of environmen-
tal science, public administration, population
studies and human ecological studies.

Braja Kishori Mishra

Reader and Head

Deparmment of Hume Science. Sambalpar Universiny,
dyoti-Vikar, 768 OF9, Orissa, India
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It is against the policy of our journal to publish unsolicited reviews. If you are interesied in
reviewing books for Journal of Secial Sciences, please write directly to the Managing Editor of the
journal, specifying your field of interest. You may review recently published book/edited volume afier
obtaining permission from the Managing Editor. The review should bring out both the substance and
value of the book, besides providing a judgement on its success inachieving its aims. In your review,
think of the book as a whole, its most interesting lines of argument. Do not write an absteact or a
chapier by chapier outline. We appreciate a purposive and concise review which focus on the

contents of the hook,

While reviewing, the following questions may be kept in mind :

I. Whant is the originality of the book 7

2.
i

4.
. Where does it fit in its field in social sciences ?

Does the book have a clear methodology 7
What is the quality of author's rescarch and
resources T

How is the organizational part of the book 7
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