PRINT: ISSN 0970-9274 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6608

JOURNAL OF HUMAN ECOLOGY

I nternational I nterdisciplinary Journal of Man-Environment Relationship

@ © Kamla-Raj 2019 J Hum Ecol, 68(1-3): 108-117 (2019)
PRINT: ISSN 0970-9274 ONLINE: |SSN 2456-6608 DOI: 10.31901/24566608.2019/68.1-3.3179

Newspaper Coverage of FeesMustFall Sudents Protests in
Eastern Cape Universities: A Content Analysis of Daily Dispatch

M onisolaAyodgi-Falade* and Oluyinka Osunkunlée?

Department of Communication, University of Fort Hare, Private Bag X1314,
Alice 5700, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa
E-mail: !<ayodegji.faladel5@gmail.com; bolajoko2010@yahoo.com>,
2<O0sunkunle@ufh.ac.za>

KEYWORDS Agenda Setting. Fee Increase. Objectivity. Press. Print Media. Prominence

ABSTRACT The press as the agenda setter in the society should relay accurate information on issues of public
interest. This study evaluated the coverage of FeesMustFall students' protests in Eastern Cape Universities in South
Africa by Daily Dispatch. The study employed a purposive sampling technique in which data were collected and
analyzed through content analysis of Daily Dispatch. The study revealed that 31 stories were reported by the
newspaper during the period of the protests, out of which 10 percent were opinions while 90 percent were news
stories. About 93.5 percent were reported on the front page while the remaining 6.5 percent were reported on the
middle and back pages, respectively. Averagely, the stories were made up of 19 paragraphs, which indicated that the
protest was given prominence. Furthermore, the tone of the stories suggested that Daily Dispatch was objective in
its reportage of the protests in Eastern-Cape Universities.



