
JHE-16-3-193-196-2004-Gregory-R

file:///D|/...New folder/JHE-16-3-151-226-2004-Abst-PDF/JHE-16-3-193-196-2004-1167-Gregory-R/JHE-16-3-193-196-2004-Gregory-R.htm[9/6/2022 8:35:32 AM]

© Kamla-Raj 2004                                                                           J. Hum. Ecol., 16(3): 193-196 (2004)
 
 

What is World Systems All About?  An Introduction for
Human Ecologists

 
Robert J. Gregory

 
School of Psychology, Massey University Palmerston North, New Zealand

Phone:  64 6 350-5799 ext. 2053, E-Mail:  R.J.Gregory@massey.ac.nz
 

KEYWORDS  Ecology. Relationships. Systems Theory. Power. History
 
ABSTRACT  Ecology teaches us that all things are related, whereas human ecology
focuses on the interrelationships of human beings and of human beings in their
environments.  Studies by world systems theorists lie within that large framework, and
focus on two major themes of direct interest to human ecologists:  analysis of historical
data to predict, and issues related to power.  The scholars who call themselves world
systems theorists study, examine and analyze historical data, including information on
the economy, in politics, and on related areas, to try to understand the past and predict
the future.  A second arena concerns the gathering up, holding, and use of power,
illustrated for example, by economic and political decision-making and decision-
makers.  Power, of course, defines those with the strength and position to make and
enforce decisions that affect others, that is, a core and a periphery.  Human ecologists
can generate important studies and focus their analyses by becoming more acquainted
with the concepts and approaches of world systems theorists.
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