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ABSTREACT The souwdy was conducted on SI0 make and
female college students. Results revealed that majority of
the adolescents bolh boys and girls have approved
parental advisement on simgle maiers and abour 50 per
cenl of them alio approved parental mierlerence m sodial
movements,

INTRODUCTION

The family as an institution, represents, one
of the oldest continuing civilization where tra-
dittons have been well established. But family
is & part of sociely, the society which has never
been static but essentially a dynamic one, The
social and economic changes cavsed by
iechno-scientific advances, have aflecied the
family system. A set of new attitudes and val-
ues started emerging which are completely di-
vorced fmom the traditional pattern. This is
maore ohvious in case of modern adolescents
and youths. This tender age when they are tak-
ing tide from childhood to adulthood, is very
crucial. They become highly sensitive and
emotional as a result they might become rebel-
lious, crossing all the socio-culwral and famil-
ial boundaries. During this age the outer world
looks more attractive and alluring than the
family. On the other hand, they have tremen-
dows energy also which may encourage them
to take bold steps. Young peaple in their later
teen rebel against their parents o a grealer or
lesser degree. 1T not guided properly they may
break away from the sociely causing irrevers-
ible losses. All this necessitates to study the
gap between the two generations so that both
can understand each others' expectation, This
all needs a thorough wndersianding of what

type of role relation in the family are expecied
by the adolescents, Haryana 15 a state where
political, social, cultural and economic chang-
es are taking place rapidly. Hence, a study was
planned 1o explore the mind of adolescent of
this State with regard to various situations
which arise out of the roles played by the
members in the family. The prasent study has
the following objectives :
I. To identify the roles approved and disap-
proved by the adolescents in the family
2. To find out the differences if any in the
opinion of adolescent girls and boys.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Four colleges of the Hisar city were select-
cd and a sample of 200 boys and 200 girls
studying in all the three academic classes of
graduation in the age group of 17-19 vears
were randomly selected. A family relationship
questionnaire was prepared by including
statements related to various family relation-
ship. The scales which were consulted while
preparing questionnaire were parents Accep-
tance and Kejection Questionnaire (PARQ),
Family Relationship Questionnaire Inventory
by Sherry ad Sinha (1987}, In this, various
reles of parents which are approved or disap-
proved by the adolescents were included. The
measurcment CElEEUfiH!\ WETE - 00 5C0INe Was
assigned to Approve and zero score for Disap-
prove.

RESULTS AMD DISCUSSION

Table 1 shows certain situations regarding
type of roles plaved by parents and adoles-
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cenis’ opinion whether they approve it or nol.
As regards parents’ advisement there are num-
ber of advises given by parents to their chil-
dren. The guestionnaire included vast number
of situations regarding wearing of dresses,
study hours, behaviour manners and mode of
level of friendship where parents give number
of advises. The results show that 90 per cent of
male adolescents had approved the advising
behaviour of their parents, Only ten per cent
did mot like it. However, a little more number
of girl respondents disapproved it (16.5%) and
comparatively lesser number of girls than

Table | :Frequency distribution of adolescent accord-
ing to thelr expeciailon of family relationship

Variable Approve Disapprove
A Perental Adwizement
1. Ondross, stedy, manners, foendship
Male 180 (90.00 20 100
Female 167 (83.5) 33 (16.5)
1. On secking permission while going out
Pale 164 (B4.5) 31 {15.5)
Female 156G (TH.0) 44 (2200
1. Mol to gquesiion what they say
Male I3 (11.5) 17T {RE.F)
Female 38 (1590 162 (B1.0)
4. Om character bailding
Male 135 (67.5) 65 (32.5)
Female 103 (51.5) T (48T
5 Ow use of time
Mabe 156 (7800 44 (22.0)
Female 163 (81.5) Bs
B, On reading relighous books
Male T2 {3600 128 (6.0}
Female 99 (49.5) 101 (%0.5)
7. On obgervation of religious activities
Male T3 (37.5) 125 (62.5)
Female S0 (25.00 [10{55.00
8. O financial suppon of family
Male 142 (71.0) 58 (29.00
Female 147 (73.5) 33 (26,5)
9. Advisemeni on personal matiers
Male 172 (B6.00 2B (140
Female 164 (82.00 ELENE A
B Parental Interference
1. Imsimple rowtdee aciivickes
Male 31{15.5) 169 (B4.5)
Female 22011 I8 (800
2. Im social movemsnts
Male 9% (49.5) 101 (%0.5)
Femsale 06 (45.0) 104 (52.00

Figures in parentheses indicale percentage
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boys have approved the parental role of advis-
ing on the type of dresses that one should
wear, how much time one should devote on
study, how to study, appropriate behaviour
manner, friendship matters means with whom
to make friend, how many friends, what type
of friends. This also includes advices on per-
sonal matters, Parents have been performing
this role of guiding children through advising
on each and every matters of their life. But
now in changing trend of children's demand of
freedom, the parents should change their strat-
egy o make their advices more acceptable to
their children.

Seeking permission is another aspect when
there can be conflict between parents and their
children, Children might feel as self-sufficient
and seek independence in this regard but par-
ents most of time expect that their children
though now grown-up must ask them before
they go out. The results show that 84,5 per
cent boys and 78 per cent girls had no objec-
tiom if their parents stress upon seeking per-
mission while going out. However, 15.5 per
cent boys and 22 per cent girls did not approve
it. Park and Stabby (1983) reported difference
in opinion of boys and girls regarding Tamily
relationships due 1o differing grooming and
socialization by the parents, the community,
the school and the peers. Singh and Gill ( 1984)
also observed that most of the factors which
always tend to cause strained relationship be-
tween parent and child lie in the area of disci-
plining of child.

Traditionally, parents had been authoritari-
an and liked and appreciated those children
who accept parents’ advice and orders without
questioning. As both male and female adoles-
cents have disapproved it. However, a little
more number of girls (19%) than the boys
(11.5%) have approved it. The girls are more
submissive than the boys by nature. Hence,
they have accepied this role of parents like any
other.

Parents also do give number of advises on
character building, appropriate use of time,
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reading religious books and participating in re-
ligious activities. The results show that only
three-fourth (67,5 per cent) male and only one-
half (51.5%) female are ready (o accept the pa-
rental advice on character building issues, The
remaining one-third boys and one half girls have
disapproved it. Parental advise on appropriate
use of time 15 acceplable 1o 78 per cent male and
#2.5 per cent female and not acceptable to re-
maining 22% male and 17.5% female.

Reading religious books and performing re-
ligious activities are the issues where majorily
of adolescent girls and boys both have shown
their resentment. Only 36 per cent male and
49.5 per cent female have approved it and rest
of them could not approve the parental advise
on religious matters, Respondents have ac-
cepted parental expectation with regard o
their financial support to family (71% male
and 73.5% female) advisement on personal
matters {36% male and 82% female). As re-
gards their movements and character aspects,
many studies have already proved that paren-
tal practices are more restricting towards girls
than boys. Fatima (1991} reported female
children were taught to imitate the mother and
male child was taught to imitate father and to
learn about male supermacy, Bhogle (1991)
also ohserved that parents believed that girls
should not be treated in the same way as boys,
as former haver to be trained for their difficult
adult rote as wife and mother.

Parental interference in total activities have
been divided into two calegories - ong in sim-
ple routine activities, another in social move-
ments. The simple routine activities included
personal hygiene, cleanliness of room, man-
ners, habits and second one is their interaction
with friends, peers or other people. Parents
generally exercise their authority and interfere
rigorously because they wani to develop their
children according to their own norms and
standards. But as the results show, adolescents
do not like their interference in daily routing
activities specially when they say to get up
garly in the morning, to sleep well in time or

nol to make a noise, cleanliness of clothes and
room etc. Gangrade (1975) also observed that
vouth particularly resented parental interfer-
ence in their personal matters. As regards in-
terference in social movements, almost simi-
lar number of respondents approved and dis-
approved, It appears that children feel that if
parents do not exercise control on their social
movements, others will drag them away which
may be detrimental o their academic purswits
ultimately affecting their career, Thus, paren-
tal interference in social movements though
not much liked, yet not disapproved by the ad-
olescents in their own interests. Thus, majori-
ty of the respondents had not approved paren-
tal interference on simple routine matters but
parental interference in social movements.

SUMMARY AND COMNCLUSION

With regard to advisement behaviour of
parents, adolescents have approved parental
advisement on type of dresses (o be worn by
them, study schedule, behaviour manners and
type of extent of friendship. They have also
approved parental stress upon seeking permis-
sion while going out of home, appropriate use
of time, personal matters and also on extend-
ing financial support to family. They appreci-
ated less the parental stress upon character
building aspect and to lesser extent the stress
for religious related activities, Similarly, pa-
rental interference in simple routine matters is
not acceplable to adolescents whereas check
on social movements is acceptable to one half
and not to another half. As regards sex differ-
ences the results showed that comparatively
less number of girls than boys have accepied
the parental role of advising on dressing,
studying, friendship, seeking permission
while going out, character building and inter-
ference in personal matters. However, more
number of girls than boys hava accepted pa-
rental authoritative role (item 3), stress on use
of time and religlous activities, lesser number
of girls have approved parental interference
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toe, Thus, it can be concluded that adolescents
generally approve the parental role of guid-
ance and advising their children, more liberal-
Iy on some issues and less liberally on others.
The difference between male and female re-
spondents is that of nearly 10 per cent on most
of the issues,
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