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ABSTRACT Femility and related faciors of the Meiteis
amd the Muslims of Manipur have been examined. The
Meitzi women show higher mean age st marriage and higher
miean age af first delivery, 40.89 %ofthe Meitei and 74,35
4% of the: Muslim women are found to get married before 18
years of n.gv,-..'[‘h: nge spﬂ:ifi.ﬂ fertility of the Meitei women
are lower tham thoss of the Muslim women. The Meitei
wamen with completed fertility also show lower average
femility than their Muslim counterparis. Feriility is found
to be inversely related with the educational and
accupaiienal status of the couples in the bath the
commusities, Ferility is also found to be higher in joint
Tamilies than in nuclear families.

INTRODUCTION

Fertility of women in any society is affected
by various socio-cultural Factors though itis a
biological phenomenon. The study of fertlity
differentials is not possible without considering
these factors. 1tis fully realized now that there
are urpent needs ind necessities o examine the
levels of fertility patterns in every society and
the related influencing factors. Intensive micro
level studies in this ficld bave been recognized
as useful wentifying these factors. However,
despite many years of painstaking work, we are
yel o know much about the determinants of
fentility (Frecdman, 1986). In the presem paper
an attempt is made (o exammne the vanation of
fertility among two different ethnic groups of
Manmipur, namely, the Meiteis and the Muslims,
wha live under similar physical and geograph-
ical environments, each leading different cul-
tural and religious lives.

1. Mrs, Devi was a research scholar attached w the [e-
partment of Anthropology, Gaohati University who ex-
pi:d in 1994, The paper was prepared prior o her sad
demise,

The Meiters form a domanant group in the
central valley of Manapur. The main economy
of the Meiteis s agriculture and coilage indus-
try. Mearly 70% of the working population is
directly or indirectly employed in agriculiure,
Kice is the single and the most important and
leading crop. Fishing also plays an important
role in the economy of the Meites. Lokik lake,
the river streams and smaller lakes namely
Waithou, Kharungpat, Lousipat etc. provide
ample opportunities for fishing, Both men and
wimen are found engaged in Nshing,

The Meiter women are nod confined only (o
the household work. They are also found o ke
equal part with their hushands in earning the
bread for the family. There are many daily mar-
kets in Imphal attended only by women among
which “Khwairamband Bazar” is the higgest
The Meitei women are good weavers, They
wiezve clothes or knit for their family use and
also for sale. Educated employed women, de-
spite their jobs outside home, also bear the en-
tire responsibilities for e management of the
family.

The Muslims of Manipur, known as Pangals
to other ethnic groups of the sute, are living
mostly along the fertile tract on the hanks of
rivers, such as the Imphal, Iril, Thoubal and also
on the peripheries of lakes, such as the Loktak,
Tkop, Kharunpat, W aithow, Poiroupat, Lansipat
etc. The present day Muslims of Manmipur are
the descendents of the Bengali immigrants as
well as war captives chiefly from Sylhet and
Cichar, who came o Manipur during the reign
of Khgemba Maharaja (1597-1652), (Singh and
Khan, 1973; Constantine, 1981). Among them
all are not originally Bengali. It is further stat-
ed that among them there are Pathans and Mu-
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ghals as well (Singh, 1965, 1985). Agricaltre
is their main economy, They are also found w
be engaged in other occupations like rickshaw
pulling, driving, tailoring, carpentry etc. The
literacy rate among them is relatively lower
than that of the other ethnic groups of the state.

MATERIALS AND METHOD

A total of 276 Meitei and 290 Muslim house-
holds were surveyed for the demographic stud-
igs. In those households 269 Meitei and 265
Muslim women could be interviewd. Since 9
Meitei and 5 Muslim women were found to he
cither permanenily sterile or widow, they were
excluded from the fertility studies, The data on
the Meiteis were collected from two villages,
viz., Changangei and Malon situated at the dis-
tances of about 6 kms and 8 kms, respectively
from Imphal on the Tiddim Road, an important
state Highway which runs towards the south-
west leading o Churachandpur, the Headguar-
ters of Manipur South District. Data on the
Muslim population were collected from the vil-
lages Kshetrigao, situated on the bank of Iril
river at a distance of about 7 km from Imphal
to the east and two other neighbouring villag-
es, namely, Golapati and Hafiz Hatta situated
on the bank of Imphal river in the eastern part
of Imphal town. The distance of these two vil-
lages from the Imphal town is 3 km.

The dota were collected using personal inter-
view method from the couples who belong o
different age groups, The data relating to demo-
graphic suructure, fertility and mortality were
recorded in two separately prepared schedules
following the retrospective method. For the
collection of data on age at marriage, age at
delivery and the age at menopause also retro-
spective method was followed. The women
were asked to recall their age at menarche, age
at delivery and age at menopause. But this
method bas some limitations also which were
tried to overcome, Some old ladies could not
recall their age al menarche or age at meno-
pause easily; for them indirect method of deter-
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mining the age was followed. They remem-
bered the age of their children. They were asked
to recall how many years before the birth of
their first child they got married and how many
years before their mamriage they atained me-
narche. In the same way they wene ilso asked
to recall after how many years of the birth of
their lastchild they stopped menstruating, This
method in the presemt field was proved to be
very useful.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Of the various factors which can affect fer-
tility, the age at marriage is one. The average
age al marriage of women of a population indi-
cates the possible fertility trend, as delayed
marriages tend to delay pregnancies.

The age at marriage of the Meitei and the

Tahle 1 : Distribotlon of womnen according io age ai

marriage
Age al marridge Meities Mugilims

{yrs) Niz. % Men, B
11 - . 4 1.51
12 1 037 13 4.91
13 B 297 26 D81
14 13 4.83 29 10,94
i5 21 TE1 51 19.25
16 Fi 178 43 1623
17 EE 14.13 il 1.7
1% 35 13.01 23 B.68
19 24 LR 1 64
20 19 T.06 13 491
21 2 T43 T Z.64
22 11 4.09 1 .64
35 14 5.0 2 075
24 12 446 1 038
15 G 223 f 226
6 2 0,74 iy -
27 3 1,12 i 038
28 4 1.4% 1 038
9 i 074 - .
EL 2 074 .
El 1 037 . -
. r 0.74 - -
a3 - 0.74 - -

Tuostal ot 1HA.D0 il 10 (e

Mean age al marriage 1909 years, 16,40 years,

L=1989 df. ==, F< 001
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Muslim women ranges from 12 o 33 years and
11 v 28 years, respectively. Though the Govi.
of India in 1976 fixed the minimum age at mar-
riage for girls at 18 years, 40.89% of the Meitei
and 74.35% of the Muslim women are found o
get marricd below that age (Table 1). It also
appears that the age at marriage of the Muslim
women is muoch lower than that of Meitei wom-
en, the mean being 16,40 years and 19.09 years
respectively. With a higher mean age at mar-
riage the Meitei differ significantly from the
Muslim. The age specific mean age at marmage
of the Metter women 18 alzo found to be much
higher than that of the Muslim women (Table
2). Higher educational status and higher rate of
employment may be the possible causes for the
marriage at a higher ages among the Meitei
WOTINETL.

Tahle 2 : Age sepeific mean age al marrlage of wWaom-
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Tabkb: 3 : Distribation of women according to age at
mEROpEuse

Age al memopanse Meiveis Muslims
(yra) Mo, % Wi, %

L1 2 11z - -

40 7 10,54 5 1200

41 T 10,594 % 12,00

4z 4 6.25 1 400

43 . = 1 400

a4 1o 15,62 3 1206

45 1] 15.62 2 .00

4 4 .25 L 12 4K

47 I 1.56 2 B0

4% 2 3.1z 2 LAY

49 6 937 2 B0

50 B 12.50 2 B0

51 3 4.69 1 4 0

Tuotal fd 10000 15 100 0eh

Mean age at menopause  44.95 years 43508 years
1= 08112, df. = T, 50 = p = 40

Tahle d ¢ DMsiribution of women acoording o age al

L] first delivery

Pregent Age Muities Muslins Age ar first delivery Meitein Muslims

{yre) No,  Mear ageat No.  Mean age a fyrx) N, & Nev, %
marnane i, o 12 - . 3 1.1%
15-19 5 15,800 44 14.36 13 - . 2 1.1%
0.24 18 19,26 51 16.51 14 1 038 17 654
25.20 13 19,09 3 16.49 15 4 1.54 31 11.92
3034 3z 20.25 iU 18.14 16 5 1,52 41 1577
1539 i 19.80 38 1718 17 iz 462 40 (RS
40-44 42 19.29 1z 1542 18 13 B.15 29 118
45.49 22 19.91 12 15.00 15 14 13.0% 1% 602
5054 1o 16.47 ] 15.11 0 40 1538 21 808
§5-59 16 18.88 ] 16.50 1 13 85 B 108
64 1 17.18 1 18,00 22 4 9.23 14 538
S + 20 18.65 2 15,00 23 12 B.A6 ® 231
Toual 64 19,05 05 1640 24 14 9.3 3 1.13
L 11 4.23 B 108
The range of the age at menopause varies 21?.' ]? :;‘; 6 +H
berween 39 and 51 years among I.I.‘IIE Meiteis and - 4 | fl_.; 1 018
40 and 51 vears among the Muslims, the aver- 20 7 280 - .
age being 44,95 years and 45.08 years, respec- £ 3 115 - .
tively. The difference between the two commu- g; 1 ::i 2 o.77
nities in this respect is not statistically signifi- 11 1 0.3% i} .
cant (Table 3). 34 2z 0,77 - .
The age at firstchild birth of the Meitel wom- 35 t 0,77 - -
en ranges from 14 to 35 years and that of Mus- Total 6O 10000 260 100.00

lim women from 12 to 31 vears (Table 4). The  Mean age at first delivery 2200 yra 1801 yrs

mean age ar first child birth of the Meiteis

i= 12,56, df. = o, p < 001
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Table 5 : Age speciflec mean age at first delivery

Present age Meiteis Muslems
{¥rep Mlar, Mean age Noo  Mean age
ap firae ar firse
delivery delivery
1519 5 17.00 43 15,98
2024 23 2056 50 18,12
25-29 iz 21946 62 18,25
034 iz 2272 28 20,57
15-39 46 Ry EL 1763
Afdd 40 22.53 12 19,58
45-49 21 2259 12 17.75
S0-54 20 19.35 0 18,10
55-5% 15 24.53 3 17.00
Bi-64 1 2038 = -
G5 4+ 15 21.33 i 15,00
Tiotal 260 2203 260 18,01

Tuble 6 : Distribution of women wccording to number
of live-births.

No. af Inee-births Meiitris Muslims
N, % N, ®

1] 3 I.15 fa 131
1 33 12.69 44 1692
z 24 025 30 15.00
ES 7 14.23 46 17.69
4 o 11.54 i5 1346
5 a5 13.46 31 11.92
L] 37 14.23 15 577
T Z1 E.08 13 300
B 25 9562 1 LBS
q fi 131 5 1.92
10 [ 131 ] 308
11 3 1.15 F] 0.7
12 o - F4 077
13 1 077
14 1 038
15 1 038

Average aumber of 463 4,101

live-birhs

t=2.58, d.f. = o, .01 p A

(22.03 years) is significantly higher than that of
the Muslims (18.01 years). The higher age at
first child birth of the Meiteis corresponds with
their higher age st marriage.

The mean age at first child birth of the Meitei
women is almost the same as that of the Zemi
Nagas (22,44 years) as observed by Bhowmick
etal. (1971). Das et al. (1989) ohserved that the
mean age at first child birth of the Assamese
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Muslim is 18.37 years. The Muslims of Ma-
nipur show & similar trend (Table 5).

It appeears from table 6 that the Meitei wom-
en have given birth 1o a maximum of eleven
children whereas Muslim women have given
birth to a maximum of fifteen. However, the
mean fertility of the Meiteis (4.63) is signifi-
cantly higher than that of the Muslims (4.01).
This phenomenon at the moment remaing unex-
plained. Itmay be becawse of the fact that there
are only 25 Muslim women with completed
fertility against 64 of the Meities, The present
finding of the Meiteis is closer to the findings
of Bhowmick et al. (1971} among the Zemi
Nagas which is 4.5 and that of Nag (1965)
among the Khasis of Meghalaya which is also
4.5, The Muslim women of Manipur, however,
show a lower fertility than that of the Assamese
Muslim women which is 4.68 (Das and Das,
1992},

The age specific fertility of the Meitei and
the Muslim women (Table 7) show that the
mean fertility increases with the increase in age
i hoth the groups. The reason for this trend is
that the women of younger age groups have
expenenced just a few years of married lile and
have not completed their fertile period. On the
other hand, those women who have experienced
acomparatively longer duration of marmied life
have had the opportunity to bear a larger num-
berof children. Moreover, younger women are
exposed more to the modern family planning
devices which were not made available 1o the
older women in the past, The age specific fer-
tility also shows another interesting picture.
Though the Meitei women have the higher
mean fertility than the Muslim women, the age
specific fertility of the Muslims is higher than
those of the Meiteis at all ages. This clearly in-
dicates that the higher mean fertility of the
Meiteis is only due (o their relatively higher
numbers at the higher age groups : otherwise the
Muslims would have higher fertility than the
Meiteis. This is also reflected when the average
number of live-births among the Meitei and the
Muslim women with completed fertility is ex-
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Table 7 : Age specifle fertility
Age groups  Noe. af Metrels Age specific . Ne. of Mirslims Age specific
(¥rs) WSS No. af live births fertility e N aff Tive-births Sernliry
Mules Females Tot! Malex Females  Toral
15-19 :] 4 2 6 1.20 41 16 53 T .54
20-24 23 I7 24 4l 0.74 0 L4 S0 e 138
25.29 32 47 13 B 2.50 GBI 100 10% 209 337
W34 i a0 55 14 156 i 0 57 127 4.54
35-19 i 132 14 136 .13 18 118 a7 215 .06
4144 40 16 102 FAL] 545 [ L L] 42 BE T.33
45-49 Z1 &7 6l 12E 610 12 4% 44 87 1.25
50 = il 188 192 3ED 6.23 15 53 (3] 118 T.R7
Total 26D 630 T3 1203 4,673 260 531 511 1042 4.01

Table 8 ;: Distribution of wemen with completed fer-
tility aceording to number of live-hirths

No, af lve-births Meiteis Muslims
Mo, & Mo, &

1 5 7481 - .

i ] 469 I 4.00

3 - - 1 4.00

4 5 181 | 4,00

5 10 1563 3 12.00

[ 1] 15.63 F] £.00

7 7 1054 4 16,00k

8 ] 25.00 3 1.0k

a4 5 T.81 2 B

10 2 113 ] 2003

11 1 1.56 - -

12 - . 1 4.00

13 - . 1 4.00

14 . . B -

15 - 1 4.00

Total G4 10000 15 100000

Average number of bl T.54

live-bisihs

1=251, df. = 89, 02>p > 01

amined. [t 15 6,16 for the Meieis and 7.84 for
the Muslims (Table 8). The difference between
the two communities 15 found 1w be stanstical-
ly significant. Das and Das (1992) found the
mean fertility of the Assamese Hindu women
with completed fertility ranging from 5.50 to
6.61. On the basis of different studies conduct-
ed in India, Bhende and Kanitkar (1992} ob-
served that the completed fertility of the Indi-
an women is between five and seven, The
present findings of the completed fertility of the

Meitel women is in agreement with that of the
Assamess Hindu and also with that of Indian
women. However, the average number of live-
births of the Muslim women of Manipur with
completed fertility is higher than that of the
Meiteis and a"-o than that of the Indian average.

The present study shows a definite inverse
relation beiween education of couples and fer-
tility among the Meiteis (Table 93, The illiter-
ate couples show the highest (6.27) average
number of livebirths whereas postgraduate cou-
ples show the lowest (2.50) average number of
live-births, The Muslim couples of the present
study, however, do notshow any such clear-cut
relationship (Table 1), When the education of
hushands and the wives are considered sepa-
rately, it is found that education of Muslim
women has very little effect on their fertility.
The ferulity of the women is, however, found
to decrease with the increase of the educaton-
al status of the husbands, This perhaps reflects
the male dominance among the Muslims in de-
cision making. Moreover, there are only 21
couples among the Muslims having wives with
educational status above class X. Dandekar and
Dandekar (1953) also could not find any con-
sistent relationship between feriility and van-
ation in the level of literacy in Pune.

An examination of the relationship belween
occupational status and fertility reveals that
women with cultivator husbands have the high-
est number of live-hirths in both the Meiteis and
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Table 9 : Distribation of Melte couples by educational stabus and mumber of live-births

Husbards” Wines' educaifonal sfaius . Toual
sduraional Tiserare Narsery ro Class W1 re Class X1 1o Pagi (Groduare No of  Aw Mo
rlufas Nooof  Av Mo Cilger ¥ Clasr X [rraduars Wa, off Av Noo cosple o dive
couple  af fve  Neoof  Aw Moo Mool Aw Moo Neoof  Av Moo coupie of five bdrghs
burihy cowple  of e couple of live  cosple  of five Birdiss
frirIfs hirlfr birihs
[Mierane i1 627 i 500 . . - - - - 55 6.20
Nurgery to
Class ¥ 44 533 12 s 1 3.00 . - - - Lk} 455
Class W[ to
Class X EL 488 25 PR 16 ER 1] k| 67 . - L] iw
Class XI Te
Giraduste 10 500 L] 439 14 141 4 304 - - 57 kv
Post Graduate - - - - . - I 3.0 1 2.3 i 167
Tatal 14% 3.51 4% 1.6 11 344 13 ill 2 2.50 26l 453

Twble 10 ¢ Distribotion of Muslim couples by educational status and numher of lve-births

Huibaads* Wives' educaiions! siadus Total
educaiional Mhirerate Murrery I Class Vi Clazs XT 1o Fort Grodudre MNooof  Aw No
riafus Nooaf  Av. No Clazs ¥ Clags X Graduale  Nooof  Av Mo, couple  of [ive
cowple  oflive No.af  Av. Moo Noogf  dw Moo Nooof  Ae Noo couple off live Burths
birmke  couplé  of live  couple  of dive couple  of live Births
birthy births birrhs
IlMerate 66 436 1 1.00 | &,00 - . - - 4] 414
Mursery 1o
Class ¥ il dAdb 3 1.00 - - . E . = 44 4,21
Clazs V1 1w
Class X 51 S5.0E ¥ 1A 23 1.04 5 180 2 A0 L] 4.21
Clazs X1 T '
Graduate 17 4,29 3 233 15 124 12 217 1 4,00 L1 129
Fosl Graduate 2 2.50 - - | o0 | Lon - - 4 .00
Toeal 177 4.56 12 1.50 50 118 18 F L . i} 4.01

Table 11 ¢ Dsielbwion of Meitei couples by sccupationsl status and number of [ive-births

Hurhands Wiver' oorupalional sizius Tonal

oceupational Wow-workers Cuiirvaiors Businers preroes Office workers {(Mhers Nooof  Aw Ne

shatus Nooaf  Av N Mool Aw Moo Neoof Av Ma. Mool Av Mo No.of  Aw Neo  cowple  of live-
couple  af live  couple  of live  cowple  of fivee  couple  af live cauple  af five- births

hirthy brirthr hirths births Pirths

Mon-workers 2 550 - - - . 1 1.00 - - 3 467

Cullivators 7 600 0 540 13 532 5 4.0 A 4,50 b 1] 537

Business 7 557 16 LR 4 f00 3 133 - - in 423

persons

Oiffice I4 486 37 441 15 4,32 9 1.5% 5 520 Q5 433

workers

Rickahaw 2 051 . - - - . - - - I .50

pullers

Dthers 14 529 18 4.68 21 4,43 4 4.50 4 4.25 T 4,69

Tastal 46 511 W6 4.60 15 4.72 32 T8 11 473 60 4.63
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Table 12 : Distribution of Muslis couples by occupationsl status and number of lve-births
Hushands Wives' socupalional fialus Tdal
secapationsl  Non-workers Callfrdtors Buriners persons  Office workers Drkers Mool Av, N
Fratas Nooaf Avw Mo, Neoof Aw Me  MNoeoof Av Mo Neoof Av Moo Mool Aw Moo cowple  af five-
couple  of live  couple  of lve  couple  of lwe-  comple  af live- coupfe  af live- iy
births birrhs births Birlhs births
Mon-workers 3 5.00 1 5.0y - - 1 2.4 - 5 4 Al
Cultivators 10 4.00 13 592 9 4.33 - - . . iz 408
Rickahaw Bl 133 i 4467 2 300 - = 2 5.30 68 3.44
pullers
Business 19 428 18 T - - - : 2. .50 49 .10
persons
Cifice ¥ A3 9 5.56 & 513 2 = 1 2.00 72 102
Wil kers
Oithers 1 a7e 6 433 2 450 - - 5 540 I 424
Total 176 3160 50 4,54 Z1 4,52 3 067 10 530 260 4,01
Table 13 : Distribution of Meitel women by age, family types and number of live-births
FPresent age Nuclear families Joint familics Toal
of the women
{¥rr) Nao. af Live-birrhs N af Live-births N, af Live-births
WRER Ne.  Average W No.  Average W M, Average
15-19 4 5 1.25 1 1 .00 3 ] 120
20 - 24 15 27 180 S 14 1.75 F & 4] 1.78
25 -29 17 L1 .50 5 12 A0 52 &0 2.50
0 - 34 19 10% T 62 3 o 3.0y 52 114 156
35 -39 41 04 498 5 iz a4 4 236 5.13
40 - 44 g 20 542 2 12 LR Al 118 545
45 - 49 13 T4 569 B 54 675 21 128 .09
50 + 33 187 567 IR 193 &80 6l IR0 523
Total 200 BTG 4.38 11 327 545 260 1203 4.63
Tahle i4 : Distribution of Muslim wonien by age, family types and number of live-births
Present age Nuclear families Joint families Tt
af the
{yre) Mo, aff Live-births Ne. of Live-births Mo af Live-births
W Na, Average wamet No, Awerage wamen Mes, Awdrags
15-19 41 Tt 1.85 2 i 1.50 43 e 184
0 - 14 4] 03 227 9 L 2.E9 0 119 138
25 .29 57 186 .26 5 3 4.60 Bl 209 137
0. 34 24 102 415 4 25 6,25 18 127 4.54
35.39 34 179 5,26 4 38 0,00 38 215 565
40 - 44 9 B3 T.00 i 25 £33 12 EE 733
45 - 49 ® 32 6.50 4 35 E.7S 12 87 725
50+ 9 &l 6,78 L] 57 .50 15 118 787
* Total 773 811 382 17 30 632 a0 1042 401
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the Muslims. The lowest average number of
live-births is shown by wives of rickshaw pull-
ers in both the groups (Takle 11 and 12). Inf-
ferent works conducted in Inida, have clearly
shown that the coltivators have higher fertility
than the professional classes, Agarwala (1%70)
obzserved that the wives of cultuvators and la-
bourers had a fertility rate of 7.4 and for thoss
who were engaged in service and other profes-
sion, the fertility rate is 6.6. The highest fertil-
ity rate amon g the cultivators and lowest in the
service and professional groups was also ob-
served by Diriver (19263). However, Mahadevan
(1979} opined that the effect of occupation on
fertility is yet to assume importance in view of
very high rate of illiteracy prevailing among
women, lack of employment opportunities of
such women and customs of women which do
not permit them Lo work outside home,

Among the Meiteis thers is only one couple
in case of which the hushand is rickshaw pull-
er. But ameng the Muslims 68 women have
rickshaw puller husbands, The lowest fertility
of the wives of rickshaw puller in both the com-
mumnities is difficult to interpret. Rickzhaw
pulling is usually a prefession of a younger age
group. Older people are very rarely found in
this profession. The lower fertility of the wives
of rickshaw pullers may perhaps be because of
the fact that the majority of them are in the
younger age group and are yet to complete their
fertile period.

Considering the relationship between fam-
ily types and fertility (Table 13 and 14) the
present study shows a higher average number
of live-hirths in joint families than in noclear
families in both the Meiteis and the Muslims,
This 15 contrary to the earlier finds of Driver
(1963}, Nag (1965), Pakrasi and Malakar
(1967), Baruah (1980), Sharma (1991) and
Bhowmick etal. (197 1), Shariff ( 1989) is of the
opinion that in the Indian siteation the associ-
ation between family types and fertility is a
matter of controversy as there are stydies to
show positive and negative relationship be-
tween them_ Lorimer (1954), Davis and Blake
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(1956) and Davis (1957) are of the opinion that
extended family or its Indian counterparts, the
joint family, is conducive to high fertility.

Though the average fertility is higherin joint
families than in noclear families in both the
communities under study, there is a departure
from this trend among the women of younger
age groups. A perusal of the age specific fertil-
ity im both the family types (Table 13) depicts
that the Meitei women upto 34 years of age have
higher fertility in joint families, In case of Mus-
lims, this departure from the general trend of
having higher fertility injoint families is noticed
only among the women of 15-19 years age
group. This indicates that the traditional values
reelated to fertility are undergoing change. This
change is found to occur earlier among the
Meiieis than among the Muslims.

From the above discussion it is clear that the
average fertility rate cannot always be consid-
ered as a reliable indicator of fertility perfor-
mance of a community. To have a clearer pic-
ture, age specific and completed fertility are
also to be examined, The Meitel women, despite
their having higher mean average fertility than
their Muslim counterparts, show lower age spe-
cific and completed fertilities. Relatively higher
educational status, better employment, the cus-
tom of freeing women from compulsory wife-
mother role may be some of the causes of the
lower fertility of the Meiteis,
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