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ABSTRACT With the cardinal objective of contributing to the global campaign against substance use and abuse and against
the prevalence and spread of HIV/AIDS worldwide, the paper adopts an interdisciplinary perspective from which it explores
and illuminates the copious ways in which literature can be, and has been, used to campaign for the prevention of substance use
and HIV. It delineates the concepts of literature, substance and HIV in the context of the study and discusses substance use and
HIV in their aspects and contents, drawing on the findings and views of practitioners in the field. It selects and analyses literary
texts across genres to illustrate specific ways in which literature has been used to discourage substance use and recommends
new strategies – including e-literature – to the literary writer towards the prevention of substance use and HIV and towards the
global campaign against the spread of HIV and AIDS.
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