ISSN 0975-1122

International Journal of

EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES
© Kamla-Raj 2015

Int J Edu Sci, 10(2): 318-324 (2015)

Integrating Reading and Writing as a Strategy to Increase
Students’ Literacies in One of the Formerly Disadvantaged
Universities in South Africa
Simon M. Kang’ethe
Department of Social Work, University of Fort Hare, P/B X1314, Alice, South Africa
Telephone: +27406022420, Cell: 0787751095, E-mail: smkangethe@yahoo.com
KEYWORDS Throughputs. Integrating Reading and Writing. Peer Assessment. Action Research. Class Assessments.
Evaluation
ABSTRACT The paper aims to validate and explore, through action research, whether peer assessment tasks
entailing integration of reading and writing lead to improvement of literacy gaps and possible increased learning.
The research adopted a quantitative paradigm and a mini survey design that tested the hypothesis whether the year
2012 SWP (Personal Growth and Development) 210 students’ literacies (through integrating writing and reading)
in one of the formerly disadvantaged universities can be improved through classroom peer assessments tasks. A
questionnaire was used as a research instrument to capture the perceptions, attitudes and the thinki ng of 24
students on whether integrating writing with reading helps bridge their literacy gaps. Findings indicate that peer
assessment tasks increase reading, revision and increased learning, the tasks help bridge or close learners’ literacy
gaps, and facilitates integration of reading and writing to enhance learning and possibly increase learners’ throughputs.
The study, therefore, validated the hypothesis that the year 2012 SWP 210 students’ literacies can be improved
through classroom peer assessments tasks that integrates reading and writing. The researcher calls on all the
teachers in the studied university to adopt action research and use peer assessments of students to improve literacy
gaps and increase their learning, and urges the administration of the studied university to enforce that all the
lecturers take a postgraduate diploma in higher education and training (PGDHET) to equip themselves with action
research skills.

